Atsuko Sakuhana

next day Chobi had his health checked by a vet. He was supposedly
ut one year old because he still had some milk teeth left. Although he was
ernourished and his legs were too thin, he was healthy in general. And he
ned to have a nice character, too; he was patient enough to keep still during
medical examination. He soon made friends with our two pet dogs, Korota
Potato. On walks, Chobi, who was the biggest, though the youngest, enjoyed
ing after his 'elders' without a lead. | often remember the days when we
2d together happily on a weedy sandlot, and also Chobi's occasional looks
his eyes cast far away.

)r-sensei understood our circumstances that we could not keep him at home,
kindly took him in at ARK. How vigorously and fabulously Chobi worked after
s well known to many people; he became a member of Oliver-sensei's family
jrew up to be a representative of ARK. He even had his own column 'CHOBI
SEl'in ARK's newsletter.

94, Chobi visited his hometown, Kasumi-cho as a representative of ARK. He
nvited as a guest by a local international friendship association and stood on
tage with Oliver-sensei who made a speech on animal welfare. On arriving
sumi-cho, Chobi was welcomed by great many people and children, who put
land around his neck. He played the part of the representative calmly and
r all through the ceremonies.

bi, chobi" means "little by little" in the Tajima dialect. It was soon after
ing him that we noticed the dog had the habit of being somewhat reserved;

ilked in smaller steps, and ate in smaller bites than the others. That was why
lled him Chobi.

Chobi used to hide behind the hydrangea shrubs. 'Ajisai' is also called
1 changes' by another name, and its floral language is 'changeable.’ At
Chobi played many different parts such as PR. manager, control tower,
3r, good-will envoy, mascot and so on. He seemed to actively make 'seven

xrmations.’ He was not changeable, though; he was consistent in trusting
3, instead.

id a guilty conscience about Chobi all the time; although we had managed
sue him, he who had shown a total trust in us, we could not live with him for
s reasons. Later, we were relieved to know, however, that Chobi was really
at ARK, loved and cared for by Oliver-sensei and others.

Il 'always remember Chobi every spring from now on, when young
gea leaves shoot out and grow into a beautiful hedge.

you so much, Oliver Sensei.
you so much, Chobi.
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Chobi visiting the Sakuhana family, who had
originally rescued him, at the Japan Sea.
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