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Raising Public Awareness of Animal Abuse
and Abandonment in Osaka Prefecture

Article 27 of the "Law concerning animal welfare and
control," which was enacted in 1999, states that:

1) Unreasonably killing or injuring a pet animal shall
be penalized by a maximum of one year in prison, or a
maximum fine of one million yen;

2) Abusing a pet animal whereby it is debilitated through the
unreasonable lack of provision of food and/or water shall be
penalized by a maximum fine of 300,000 yen;

3) Abandoning a pet animal shall be penalized by a
maximum of 300,000 yen.

Stray cats, which are a problem all over the country,
have their origins in pet cats which were abandoned by
irresponsible owners, while the animals specified under the
"Law concerning the prevention of harm to ecosystems by
specified non-indigenous organisms" are all being sold as
pets in Japan, after which they are often abandoned and
become feral. As the above illustrates, abandoning animals
is a serious crime that is severely penalized under the law,
but the reality is that very few people are even aware of this
fact.

In order to raise public awareness that animal abuse and
abandonment are crimes, and also in order to prevent
such crimes, the Osaka Prefecture Animal Welfare Group
produced 2,000 posters and 20,000 leaflets in 2003 and
again in 2004. The Osaka Prefectural Police put these
posters up at police boxes (koban) throughout the prefecture
during Animal Welfare Week (September 20 - 26).

Also, because policemen on duty need to have a full
understanding of the Animal Welfare Law in order
to deal with citizens' reports of animal abuse and/or
abandonment, educational materials regarding this law
were distributed to every police station in the prefecture.
At some of these police stations, the distributed materials
were used in special study groups that were held on the
subject. The results have been highly encouraging. The
Higashi Sumiyoshi and Sakai Higashi police stations drew
up posters requesting information regarding cases of
abandonment and posted these on local bulletin boards,
and also interviewed residents in the area where the animal
had been found. The Tsurumi police station prosecuted a
housewife who abandoned her dog in a park.
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