Badger has been on holiday, he’ll be back
for the next newsletter.
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hrystal came to ARK one winter’s day tied by a string in the
C back of a pick-up truck. The man who brought her owned the
mother, a Kishu he used for boar-hunting which had had puppies.
He couldn’t get rid of this last one and if we couldn’t take her he
was going to dump her in the mountain. She was lying shaking
and shivering both from the cold and the harsh treatment of this
callous man. Not surprisingly from this early experience she was
fearful and distrustful of humans.

Although she came to trust the staff at ARK, it was difficult to find
a home for this shy puppy. Finally a mother and her daughter came
and liked her. Crystal seemed to get on well with them too. The
staff spent a lot of time making sure they understood about clos-
ing all doors and gates and keeping a lead on her at all times, for
the first month at least, just in case Crystal panicked and tried to
escape but however much you explain things to people they often
fail to listen properly or fail to take in what you have said or per-
haps just think you are being over-cautious. A nervous animal will
often behave very quietly, almost abnormally quietly,which leads
people to misinterpret this as ‘otonashii’, or how gentle and quiet
this animal is. In reality this passiveness is really the animal as-
sessing the situation and choosing the best moment to escape,
usually when the person is momentarily off-guard.

The chance to find a nice family and a good home is what we all
desire for every dog and cat rather then keeping them in a shel-
ter environment at ARK. Thus ARK staff felt Crystal’s chance had
come although the consequencies of this decision were to have
tragic results.

Within a couple of days Crystal had escaped. The daughter had
been playing with her in the garden and thought she was ‘quiet’
enough to let off the lead. Crystal seized her chance. She saw the
unlocked gate (the child’s carelessness) and bolted out. After sev-
eral days of searching Crystal was found lying by the side of the
road, she had been hit by a car. She lay like a smashed puppet, her
face mangled, one eye gone and her body paralysed. Should she
be euthanized there and then ? A decision had to be taken. She
was still so young and if an operation could give her reasonable
mobility and quality of life, didn’t we owe this to her ?

It was touch and go for some time but Crystal survived two opera-
tions and came back to ARK to begin a long period of rehabilita-
tion which involved massaging her wasted muscles and support-
ing her. It was weeks before she learnt how to walk unaided and
could take a few tottering steps on her own. Although she kept
wobbling and falling over, her sheer courage and spirit made her
try again and again.

Although she could never run as fast as other dogs, she had 14

full and happy years pottering at her own pace around the garden

until finally, as old age caught up with her, her back legs ceased
to function. Although she tried gamely to crawl outside to go to
the toilet, it was painful to see her struggling so the decision was
reached to let her go. She was truly a special dog.




