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Aiming for No-Kill

ocal authorities are being asked to make efforts to find new owners for dogs
Lcaptured by public health officials instead of killing them. This includes not
only puppies but adult dogs as well. The aim is to reduce the number of dogs
killed to zero within ten years. All this is good news but it remains to be seen
if the local authorities have the will and inclination to achieve this. In the past
three decades the number of dogs being killed has declined to about a third of
the level it was in 1974 , the first year after the Animal Protection and Control
Law came into effect, when approximately 1.2 million dogs and cats were being

destroyed at local authority operated facilities.

According to ALIVE, All Life in A Viable Environment statistics, in 1997, when
their animal control surveys began, 646,600 animals were destroyed annually.
In the fiscal year , April 2004 - March 2005, 147,904 dogs and 243,850 cats
were destroyed. This shows that in seven years the total number of dogs and
cats destroyed in Japan fell by 254,846. But although the number of dogs has
declined yearly, conversely, the number of cats rose substantially through the
1970s and 80s, hovering around the 280,00 -300,000 level before declining to
243,858 in 2004, according to ALIVE.

While the authorities are active in catching stray dogs, under the anti-rabies
law, most of the cats destroyed, 80% being kittens, are brought into centres
by members of the public. But the number of cats/kittens handled by the local
authorities is only a drop in the ocean; the actual number of feral cats has
reached epidemic proportions and most die of disease or starvation. These

never enter official statistics.
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In the USA the number of cats and dogs killed in shelters has dropped
dramatically in the past three decades by three quarters. This has mainly been
due to low-cost, high volume neutering campaigns by local animal control
authorities, humane societies backed up by veterinarians. But as Merritt Clifton
of ANIMAL PEOPLE points out , the era of “ active participation by most of the
pet-keeping community in combating pet overpopulation has arrived. “ Over half
of people seeking a pet prefer to adopt from an animal shelter than go to a pet
shop. And “more than 70% of pet keepers sterilize their cats and dogs in most
parts of the USA , with more than 90% of all pet cats and dogs sterilized in some

cities. “

As yet in Japan, neutering is still regarded as unnatural or cruel, even by many
veterinarians and local animal control officials. It is estimated that less than
30% of pet owners neuter their dogs and cats and that cats are more likely to
get neutered than dogs. Veterinarians still cling to old-fashioned views that it

is healthier for an animal to have one litter or at least one season before being

neutered.

Local authorities too have yet, with one or two exceptions, Nagano Prefecture’s
‘Hello Animal’ Centre being one, made any efforts to focus on neutering. Itis a
tragic waste that most ‘aigo centres’ built at great cost and with fully equipped
hospitals, seldom make use of these facilities. Animals are rehomed to the
public un-neutered, on the premise that it is’ the owner’s responsibility’ to do this.
From our experience, people seldom keep to promises, which is why here at

ARK, we make sure every animal leaving here has already been neutered.



