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Saburo

Saburo was one of nine dogs and an uncountable number of cats kept by a
‘collector’ family in Kagoshima Prefecture. Although thé fgmily of eight could have
easily taken proper care of their animals, they chose not to do so. Instead a group
of dedicated volunteers went there as often as possible to provide food, housing
and medicines for the animals. They had been going there for four and a half

years.

When we went to Kyushu in February , en route to Saga where we were dealing
with the rogue breeder case, we stopped by the collector’s place. Although many
of the cats were sick, the dogs looked in pretty good shape, although tied to their
kennels the whole time without walks. One dog however, was tied by about 30
cms of heavy chains and wire to a tree, which meant he could hardly reach let
alone get into his kennel. His coat was matted with dirt and feces and he was, not
surprisingly, a very sad and aggressive dog. This was Saburo and he had been

tied like that for ten long years.

Although we had been warned that the family could be extremely nasty, we
seemed to have hit them on a ‘good day’ and with some chatting up, they agreed

to surrender the dogs to the volunteers who would look for homes for them. When

people like this agree to something, it is vital to get the animals away from them
before they change their minds. Eight dogs were shifted from there within two
days but Saburo was left behind as we couldn’t handle him and had nowhere he

could go.

Saburo was on our conscience, we had to do something for him. The family were
reluctant to let him go. We negotiated with them and we said if they could build
a decent pen for him where he would be able to move around freely, we would

arrange for him to go to a vet to be given a thorough check up and a haircut.

We returned to Kyushu early in April. The vet had said we had to bring Saburo to
the clinic, he couldn’t go there. We set off to get Saburo out, armed with an array
of tools for cutting the chains and the fence. The chains were too thick even for
the bolt cutter we had brought with us. There was only one way to free him and
that was to cut down the tree. Saburo was extremely hyped by this activity and
increasingly aggressive. We managed in the end to get a noose around his head

and to manipulate him into a cage.

We drove at high speed to the veterinary hospital where the vet had to give him
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Visited two hokensho in Saga on 2nd April, where the dogs given up by the
rogue breeder were being*kept. The number of dogs in both places had de-
creased significantly since the Prefecturé has been actively finding homes for
them At Karatsu hokensho seven Akitas remained. Two dogs had scabies but
they were being treated. The conditions had improved since our last visit. The
dogs had dry pallets to sleep on, they were being walked occasionally and
by the welcome they gave the men who were looking after them, we could
see they were much happier. We next went to Kito hokensho where only five
dogs remained; two Akita, two Shibas and a Kaiken. The conditions again had
improved with dry pallets, but we feit the dogs were being given less attention
than those in Karatsu. They seemed aloof or indifferent when the employees

went in. As we say, “dogs never lie about love.”

Since this visit we have heard that all the dogs have now been adopted after

neutering.

We then went to the breeding place in Kashima but as the hokensho had told
us all the remaining dogs had been transfered to the Koei Pet shop in Saga city

with only a couple of Akitas left, as guard dogs on the premises.

The following day we went to the Kouei Pet Shop where conditions are the
same. Dogs, mainly Shibas are still kept in miserable little cages. Some Shiba

puppies were outside in an enclosure which means this man is still breeding.

May 31st 2007 is the deadline for breeders and pet shops to register under the
new law and to have their premises inspected. The problem is how often this is
done and how thorough the Prefecture is in its inspections. Breeders will clean
up their places for the inspection but once that is over, they will revert to their
old habits. Hopefully, Saga Prefecture having faced media pressure over its
mishandling of the rogue breeder’s place will get its act together. The outcome
of the prosecution is still unknown but we hope this particular breeder will be

prevented from continuing his cruel business and give up all his dogs.
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