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ing by others, letting the dogs remain in their awfﬁl
conditions, and leaving itself open to criticism by
sentimentalist groups claiming the prefecture was
‘killing dogs which possibly could be treated.'The
prefecture should have taken a positive stance and

speedily implemented its decision .

In the case of the Dog park in Hiroshima, the au-
thorities went to the place many times issuing warn-
ings to clean up. A whole year went by with dogs
dying daily of starvation while the Prefecture looked

on and did nothing.

Basically authorities in Japan have no background
knowledge of animal welfare, and the vets em-
ployed by the hokensho have a license but that is
all, they are better suited to pushing papers around
a desk than handling animais. Many of the ordinary
unlicensed employees working at the hokensho are
more familiar with animals than the vets. The 400
inspectors employed by the RSPCA in Britain are
given two years of intensive training, including use
of firearms and study of cruelty laws, before they
start their work. Out of about 2000 applicants a year
only 60 or less make the grade and become inspec-

tors.

Although the new law will give the authorities ‘more

teeth’ , it remains to be seen how effective they will
be in curbing the rampant and cruel pet trade in this

country
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Fujiko Hemming's
concert in aid of ARK
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Fujiko Hemming , the world famous pianist, who
has supported ARK and homeless animals for
many years, gave a wonderful and inspiring
concert at the Tokyo Budokan on April 26th 2007.
The hall was packed to capacity with 14,000
fans and music lovers. Ms. Hemming donated
the proceeds to UNICEF and to ARK. From the
animals and everyone here at ARK we would like
to say how much we appreciate her generosity
and a BIG THANK YOU.
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With a background of mountains and forests,
Shigaraki Country Club was the setting for a
Charity Golf Tournament. Our many thanks to
the Masuda family, to the Aoki family and to
the players who so generously supported ARK.
An incredible ¥183.809 was raised to help our

animals.
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