The First Charity-run Clinic Finally Opens — Aiming to halve the number of killings in Kobe in 5 years

Animal Rescue System Fund in Kobe (ARSF Represent-
ative: Hiro Yamasaki, 986 members) opened its No More
Homeless Animal Clinic which specializes in the control of
overpopulation in Nada-ku Kobe, on November 11th 2006.

It is an NPO-run charity clinic like those found in North America. It fo-
cuses on the sterilization of mainly stray cats in a short period of time,
including early age sterilization ( an operation which can be done at the
age of two months), and examines how this should lead to a reduction
in the number of killings in the community over five years.

The organization is planning a spay/ neuter campaign starting in March,
prior to cats going into heat and giving birth. For more information,
please contact the clinic by phdne at the number below or mail. This is
the first full-scale operation to tackle the pro’blem of over-population of
homeless animals in Japan.

‘British Hills Sponsored Swim Carla Francis

On November 27th 2006,
British Hills held a spon-
sored swim for ARK. Ro-
land Walker and Micheal
Barry swam 200 lengths
of the 25 metre pool.
After completing the fi-
nal length Micheal Barry
said” the first 60 were the
hardest”,Roland Walker added that he” found momentum after the first
100.” Two days later Micheal still had sore shoulders.

During November, the pub staff at British Hills organized a”Guess the
first day of snowfall” contest, where people paid 500 yen to reserve a
date in November or December. The correct guess won all the money
collected. However, due to early snowfall, the bet was void so the kind
pub managers Daniela Compton and Nichole Casey decided to donate
the money to ARK. The total money raised was 36,500 yen.

British Hills teachers Roland Walker and Carla Francis discovered ARK
when they found a stray kitten and needed advice on where to get
the kitten micro-chipped. The UK has strict guidelines about importing
pets but thanks to ARK, the kitten named Gershwin is due to fly to
London in February 2007

There are over 5,000 shelters in the U.S. At first they were just taking in
abandoned pets but they soon realized that this did not solve the over-
population problem. Then, at the beginning of the 90’s, individual veter-
inarians and animal protection organizations worked together to open
low-cost spay neuter clinics, and charities which had a clinic on their
property launched free spay/neuter campaigns across the country. Fi-
nally, joint cooperation by the public and private sectors was achieved.
There are many international conferences aimed at tackling the stray
dogs/cats problem, and even the US Post Office issued stamps pro-
moting spay/neuter. Their efforts have produced spectacular results:
the number of killings, 10 million in the 70’s and 80’s, has been halved
to five million.

In Japan, about 70 to 80% of dogs and cats killed at hokenjo are un-
der three months of age, and the number of kittens killed is miserably
high because the Japanese government has ignored the overpopula-
tion problem of stray cats. In addition, almost all the facilities use killing
methods which are categorized as inhumane by international stand-
ards. Early-age sterilization (the operation before the first heat, at the
age of three to four months and before adoption) has been approved
by the American and State Veterinary Medical Associations and this
has shown that major organizations endorsed by government has the
biggest effect.We need the Veterinary Associations in Japan to work for
the protection of animal in this way.

Please contact Hiro Yamazaki at the Animal Rescue System
Fund (Japanese or English) for further information.
078-856-3229 - spay@animalrescue-sf.org
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