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Tokushima puppy rescue

At the end of last year a puppy got stranded
on a cliff face in Bizan, Tokushima Prefecture,
Shikoku. It’s high drama rescue was covered by
several TV stations and as a result Tokushima
hokensho was inundated by people offering
to adopt the puppy. What a golden chance for
Tokushima hokensho; not only to find a wonder-
ful home for that puppy but to find homes for
all the homeless dogs and puppies it gasses
everyday. It would also have been a golden
opportunity to promote the importance of
neutering to prevent all these homeless
puppies being born in the first place. But
Tokushima blew its chance away.

At the end of January it held an adoption event,
again covered by the media and people queued
up to adopt the puppy ‘Riri’ they had all seen
on TV. Instead of interviewing everyone to find
the most suitable owner, the hokensho handed
everyone a number and then drew lots to find a
winner. Thus Riri was handled like a door prize
and the person who won her was far from the
best owner for a nervous puppy; a 66 year old
woman who was a first time dog owner. As a re-
sult she took her home and chained her outside
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where poor Riri cried all night. There is no way
that a nervous puppy is going to bond with its
new owner being treated like this. She should
have at least been taken into the house. But the
hokensho never consider this, nor did they get
Riri, now eight months , neutered. We can only
guess the result; more puppies born to be killed
and Riri herself probably dumped when this
new owner gets tired of her.
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