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Where will it all end?

A woman who bought a Jack Russell terrier over the Internet said
that she was totally unaware that she needed to walk the dog
every day. Consequently, her pet showed signs of extreme stress.
“| now realize that | have to adjust my own life to my dog’s,” she
said.

If this woman had done a minimum of research she would know
that Jack Russell terriers are feisty little dogs bred to go under-
ground in search of furry game. The word ‘terrier’ comes from
the Latin word ‘terra’ meaning earth. Although they can become
affectionate pets, their instinct is to chase anything that moves
and to dig. Leave a Jack Russell in a one-room apartment in the
depths of the Tokyo jungle for a day and it will use its pent-up en-
ergy to destroy everything in sight to get rid of its stress.

At Crufts Dog Show, the most famous in the world, held in the
UK every March, the judges don’t just look at dogs, they get their
han_ds on them. The reason is to feel if a dog has plenty of muscle
and to get muscle it must be well exercised. A dog without muscle,
especially a so-called ‘working dog’ or ‘gun dog' is automatically
eliminated, however nice it looks. How many dogs in Japan have
muscle ? Very few | suspect, given that they are walked on leads
and seldom given the freedom to run, let alone chase anything.

In contrast, take me, a three-legged Shiba, who likes nothing bet-
ter than to curl up by the fire on a cold night, but | can run as fast
as the best of them and am packed with muscle.

And back in Tokyo there are some pet shops that are open 24
hours. Who on earth do you think would be out looking for a pet in
the smali hours ? But these pet shops, unbelievably, do their best
business after midnight.

The customers ? Night club patrons. In the past these patrons
would have bought their hostess a Gucci handbag, designer
dress or diamond bracelet but now they buy them a ‘flavour of
the month’ puppy.

Well you can guess the end of the story. Once novelty wears off;
puppy crapping, peeing ail over the place, howling for its lost
mother, hostess unable to get her beauty sleep, new present no
longer seems so attractive. Result ; returned to pet shop where
puppy is again put up for sale, in other words, recycled.
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