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Guidelines for Prosecution in cases of Cruelty and Neglect of Animals

1. First of all you need evidence. This may be in the form of photographs, video footage, tape-recordings, written statements by other
witnesses (including their names, addresses, phone numbers) dates and times of abuse, also sequence of events if they take place
over a period of time.

If you have to enter a property to get the evidence, for example photos, you may yourself be charged with trespassing which is what
happened to us in the Saga case. However without evidence you cannot bring about prosecution so this is a risk you must take.

2. A written statement by yourself, including your name, address, phone number, name of your organization, and details of the case;
dates and times, number of animals, type, place, conditions, lack of food/water/medical care, why this is a case of crueity/neglect.

Any details however small should be included. Any conversations with the authorities or police should be recorded in written form.

3. Find a lawyer. It is better to have a lawyer to draw up the prosecution papers than to try to do it by yourself. You need a lawyer who

is a) willing to take on the case b) is familiar with the Animal Protection Law c) is sympathetic to the cause of animal welfare. You
have to be prepared to pay the lawyer for his time, professional help and transport costs involved. For example a lawyer in Tokyo

who is dealing with a case in Kyushu will need extra travel expenses.

4. Be prepared to give up a lot of your own time and also face intense police questioning.

5. Your efforts may not save the animal/animals in question but it will bring to the public notice and will serve to tell people who are
il-treating or abusing animals, that their actions are against the law and that they may face prosecution, with fines and possible

imprisonment.

“The only things necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing.”
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