STVININY HO4 IDI0OA V

L002 ONIHdS

RAEREEARE BRI BEER — — 5% F5RE EOEHAZ |

::niiz;/.l NTEBE BREETIE
I,‘ﬁ B H srncvzicorea

W RE BREEEORIEZ 2B 5FEDTE,
ZHUT Wbk B =T —H—1Eh\
BIFSEICERLEDNDEBMETIF2THEE
E|REITDEDEEDHD L. ZOBIFMEICES
EBRONET, LA ERICHIAREEH

B EBERENS5000BEBIDRIR4L
Ic=e L. BB EIOBUVRENTOBLER
YA E—LIDT—RIEARDBGICHFZSHE
DTUTz. LH L. BRI, BHEFIF A
TSR ORIBICN T 2L R D
DOIEREBENICERTELSBHICRDS

A BFERDARB IVt S EBEncic R
3/ B FMES AEERLIELTE.
ERANEFEN EE Fv )P OEELDTT,

ZZOFB R TH 200FHU LDAHR
ERMNBENZAEENHZDHTIR £
EMICIE. CORTERITSEREIERH TS

8348 FEHEL! h
Tl OEVERENETT
BOHHEHATLED,

SHRITDETLERD.E
HEAREEICIRENE
TEHERDNEABEROD
UEDITBEEEA (10,
NESE),

REDEHL AT TEH.T
— I REREZI B
EFEADEE B K
HETHNE BEEEHTIET ORAEM
BIEHYTLI, LD DI BEON X E5
T, MBEERBRUCELLDTY,

Going to the Dogs

figure of 25,000 is quoted by the Environment Ministry for the
Anumber of REGISTERED pet shops, kennels and breeders
throughout Japan. This figure is likely to triple if we include all sthe non-
registered breeders such as balcony breeders and those ignorant ama-
teurs who think they’ll get on the band-wagon to make some money.
And only FOUR inspectors! No wonder things are so bad.

Genetic defects are just one side effect in this breeding industry of greed
and corruption. (see p.10/11)

In the past six months alone there have been cases brought to ARK’s
notice which would have shaken the government in any other devel-
oped country into action. But here in Japan it is as if we are still in the
Dark Ages.

The case of the Hiroshima Dog Park where over 500 dogs were slowly
dying of starvation, due to mismanagement and corruption, brought out
a wave of public sentimentality but virtually no criticism of the inertia of
the authorities to stop this happening, nor any call for the Government to
get its act together and inspect these places. Locals living near the park
contacted the hokensho as early as June of 2005 about the condition
of the dogs. It was another whole year until they were rescued!

And another of a breeder in Izumi city Osaka Prefecture who has gone
out of business because her dogs have canine brucellosis, a highly con-
tagious disease which causes abortions, stillbirths and sterility in dogs.
There is no vaccine for this disease and virtually no cure. Even breeding
dogs which get castrated, neutered and treated,after being diagnosed,
remain infected and are carriers for the the rest of their lives.
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Over 200 dogs in this one place alone possibly face euthanasia and one
can guess there are hundreds more breeding establishments through-
out Japan where this disease is rife. Canine brucellosis is also transmit-
tabie to humans, causing flu-like symptoms. The local authorities who
first inspected the breeder’s premises said “they could FIND NOTHING
WRONG.” This tells us everything. How can local authorities who em-
ploy veterinarians to go and inspect a breeding establishment where all
the bitches are aborting their puppies, say “there is nothing wrong” ?
Osaka Prefecture has now taken steps to test all these dogs but only
after pressure from animal welfare groups. Although there are no laws
in other countries forcing breeders to test, most responsible breeders
have their dogs tested for canine brucellosis before deciding to breed.

Now we have the ongoing case of a breeder in Saga Prefecture (see
p.4/5/6/7) where the authorities took no action against this cruel breeder
who has been openly flaunting the law for 15 years. It has been left to
ARK and WANLIFE, two small grass-roots animal rescue organizations,
without public funding or support, to bring about prosecution and now
belatedly Saga Prefecture due to the shame this case has brought on
the Prefecture, has also decided to prosecute.

We are seeking worldwide condemnation of this cruel breeder and the
local authorities who had, until the media focused on the case, done
nothing. Not only shouid he receive the harshest penalties available
under the law but he should also be banned from keeping dogs for life.
Saga Prefecture should be responsible for rescuing the dogs currently
in his care, giving them veterinary treatment, neutering them and finding
them new homes.



