t is 16 years since ARK officially came into existence so
Iseveral of our long term residents, having reached a ripe old
age, passed away recently. I'd like to mention four dogs that
were particularly special.

Claudia

Claudia embodied the spirit of ARK. Like Shadow who passed
away a couple of years ago aged 19, Claudia had the run of the
yard . She was brought here by a young man who had been

booted out of his apartment for keeping her. He was going to

Kyushu. “I'll be back to see her", he promised, but of course he
disappeared and never came again.

Claudia had no joints in her back legs so she dragged herself
along using her front legs like oars. But gradually she learnt to
puil herself upright and hop around. She was a feisty character
and hated to be held or brushed but she mellowed in old age
and appreciated being petted.

When Cindy, who controlled the yard from her kennel in front
of the house, passed away, Claudia immediately took over her
position. Although she was camera-shy, it is her photograph that
is on the cover of ARK's brochure.

Milk

Milk came to ARK after his family lost their home in the Great
Hanshin Earthquake of 1995. They promised to come and
collect him once their house was rebuilt. At that time many
people came to ARK offering a new home to earthquake animals
but we felt that Milk should wait for his original family. As time
passed and we lost contact with them, Milk lost a good chance
for a new home. He suffered a stroke this summer and was put
to sleep but I'll never understand why such a handsome dog
couldn't find the right home he deserved.

Gracie

Gracie arrived tied to the back of construction truck, five small
puppies peeking out from between her legs. Her puppies
of course found homes but Gracie, having a shy reclusive
character never caught peoples' attention. Unlike dogs that
rush out to meet people or bark at them, Gracie would hide in
her kennel till they passed. Although life at ARK is not ideal, it is
better than being tied, neglected and unloved for a lifetime on
the end of a chain at some construction site.

Ryuu

Ryuu's fortunes changed when her owner died. His son shut her
in the house and was often away for days on end. She was so
hungry and thirsty that she cried a lot. Some neighbours began
feeding her through a hole in the wall. But for their kindness,
she would have starved to death. They asked the landlord to
open the door so she could be taken out sometimes but all he
said was,"leave it there, so what if the dog dies, it's none of your
business." The son when he returned with his girlfriend beat
Ryuu saying what a trouble she was. Finally the neighbours
pleaded with ARK to let her come here.
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