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Slovenia — Setting a Good Example

00 delegates from 30 countries attended the

8th International Companion Animal Welfare
Conference ICAWC, organized by Britain's Dogs
Trust and North Shore Animal League, in Ljubljana,
Slovenia in October 2006.

Slovenia, part of the former Yugoslav Republic, is a
small country bordered by ltaly, Austria, Hungary and
Croatia with a population of 1.9 million people. Ljubljana
the capital is clean safe and prosperous, with no street
dogs. Before 1995 Slovenia had no animal protection
legislation but in order to qualify for entry into the EU in
2004, Siovenia had to make up for lost time.

Within 10 years it progressed rapidly in the field of animal welfare. In 1995 The Criminal Act included cruelty
to animals as a criminal offence and in 1999 a Protection of Animals Act was adopted. In 2000 Regulations
regarding standards in shelters was adopted and in 2005 Regulations regarding pet animais came into force.
Slovenia’s entry into the EU was the impetus that brought about these changes.

There are 38 shelters throughout the country of which 11 are run by municipalities, 3 are NGOs and the
remaining are privately run but all have had to come upto EU standards. Animals are held in shelters for 30
days. Around 7% of animals are euthanized for reasons of illness, behavioural problems or old age but the
rest, unless an owner appears to claim them, are put up for adoption. Both dogs and cats up for adoption
are vaccinated, micro-chipped and neutered with the municipalities bearing the costs. People pay 40 euros
(¥6000) as an adoption fee.

When the animal is micro-chipped at the shelter, the data is stored in a central register. The new owner's
data is automatically recorded when the animal leaves the shelter. Anyone abandoning an animal can be
quickly traced through the microchip number and that person is fined 400 euros (¥60,000). In the case that an
owner gives away their cat or dog to another person, they have to notify the central register within 8 days or
face a fine of 400 euros. So in a short space of time, legislation and enforcement have created a country of
responsible pet owners. Legistation leads to responsibility and accountability, it is educational and it influences
social and cultural attitudes. )

Slovenia has thus reduced its stray dog population to virtually zero. It is now using TNR methods to reduce the
number of feral cats, of which there are estimated to be around 300,000 throughout the country, half of these
are wild cats living in the mountains. The municipalities have found it is more cost effective to neuter rather
than to Kill.
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