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this information or recognize its receipt is a violation of the law and as
such should be reported to authorities.

(Posting of animal information)

Sellers must clearly display the following information about the animals
in their care: Breed, Sex, Date of birth, Place of birth

Information such as the standard weight, size, etc. of the animal at
maturity

(Retention of records)

Animal sellers must record information about how they obtain animals
and the conditions under which those animals are sold, and must keep
those records for five years.

2. Increased fines

Under the new law, the maximum fine for ceasing to provide animals
with food or water, abandonment and other acts deemed as reckless
endangerment has been increased from 300,000 yen to 500,000.
Anyone who observes an animal being abandoned should report it
to the police and request an investigation. To date, there have been
instances of investigations generating eyewitness reports that have
in turn resulted in the apprehension of violators. There has been no
change to the law with regard to the penalty for killing animals (up to
one year imprisonment and a maximum fine of 1,000,000 yen).

3. Registration of dangerous animals

Permission to keep bears, snapping turtles and other animals that
could potentially inflict harm on humans must be obtained from the
governor of the municipality in which one resides. Furthermore, owners
must carry out measures such as microchipping to ensure identification
of certain animals. Those found to be in possession of dangerous
animals without consent face six months’ imprisonment and/or fines of
up to 500,000 yen.

4. Improving the welfare of animals used in experiments

The law incorporates the ‘3 Rs’, an international standard for improving
the welfare of animals used in experiments.

The 3 Rs’

Refinement: Refining experiments so as to cause as little pain as
possible.

Reduction: Reducing the number of animals used in experiments.
Replacement: Alternative methods (conducting experiments without
using animals)

in short, employ methods that reduce pain, reduce the number
of animals used in experiments, and whenever possible conduct
experiments without using animals.

What We Can Do

* Check whether or not pet shops are appropriately caring for animals
and meeting standards. Report violations to authorities and petition
for their intervention. Some things to check are: whether animals are
being given appropriate amounts of food and water, whether they have
enough space, whether the surroundings are kept clean and whether
necessary information is posted in easily accessible areas.

* When choosing a new pet, adopt one from a shelter or rescue one
that would otherwise be killed rather than buying one from a pet store.

* Report incidences of abuse, insufficient food and water and other
inappropriate care to the police immediately.

* Confirm that animal sellers, both in shops and online, have their
certificates of registration displayed. Report sellers who do not post
these charts to authorities.

* If you find an abandoned animal, report it to the police immediately.
Abandoning animals is a crime.

* In order to improve animal welfare, each of us must endeavor to
increase our awareness by collecting information from various places
and familiarizing ourselves with the true situation, and then passing the
things we’ve learned onto those around us.
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