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Revisions to the Animal Protection Act

The Animal Protection Act was revised in June 2006.

Although it was established in 1973, the law was full of loopholes
and carried absolutely no force. However, as a result of its increasing
importance as a domestic issue, the law was revised once in 1999
to include stronger penalties for offenders and has now been further
revised after a five-year evaluation of its efficacy. The next review is
planned for 2010.

The major changes to the law under the current revision are as follows:
1. Stronger regulations for animal dealers

2. Increased penalties

3. Registration of dangerous animals

4. Improving the welfare of animals used in experiments

1. Stronger regulations for animal dealers

(Expansion of dealers)

Under the new law, “dealers™ has been extended to include not only
pet stores but also animal sellers who do not maintain a retail outlet
(those whose sales are conducted via the Internet, etc.) as well as
pet hotels and training schools. It also covers riding clubs and other
institutions where people interact with animals.

(From a report-based to a registration-based structure}

Under the previous law, animal dealers were permitted to operate as
long as they reported transactions. However, the revision has shifted
the operational structure to one that is based on registration rather
than reports. With the introduction of this structure, dealers will be
required to register in order to carry out business operations, and
dealers who receive poor marks will be denied registration or renewal
of registration.

Furthermore, the new law has established measures under which

dealers who are found to maintain operations in violation of the
terms of their registration or accepted standards will be stripped of
registration and forced to suspend operations.

All dealers are required to complete registration by May 31, 2007.

In addition, animal dealers are required to display their certificate of
registration, and failure to do so is a violation of the law. Unregistered
dealers wilt be fined for the violation. Of course, this also applies to
animal sellers who do not maintain a retail outlet and those whose
sales are conducted via the internet, etc., who are considered dealers
under the current revision. Private dealers are required to prominently
display their certificate of registration, and online dealers must include
a copy of their certificate in their advertisements.

Each municipality maintains a publicly accessibie list of dealers,
making it possible to confirm whether or not a dealer is registered.

(Election of a dealer representative)

Animal dealers must elect one person from each of the company’
s outlets to serve as a dealer representative. Representatives are
required to attend a training course at least once a year and to relay
what they learned in the course to other employees.

(Provision of information at time of sale)

Sellers must provide pertinent information about the animal being sold
at the time of sale. For example, someone purchasing a dog should
receive a written explanation of the type of environment the dog needs
including the amount of exercise required by the breed and information
about spaying/ neutering. Buyers should also be informed of laws
pertaining to animal care including punishments for abandonment.
This document should be signed or stamped to verify the buyer’s
understanding of the information contained therein. Failure to provide



