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esided: over by Mr. Toshitiiko i

Hayashi)" and ARK. ARK would like to ‘staté categorically that there is NO CONNECTION: between ARK Angels ‘and ARK’ (Anlmal Refuge Kansal) ARK ongmally‘
. proposed that Mr.Hayashi and his group join a foster programme, instigated by ARK, using the name of ARK-Angels. However, Mr. Hayashi started his own activities
without notice, and has.continued his activities against the spirit of ARK. We would to inform everyone of this fact so as to avoid misunderstanding and confusion.

welfare amongst local governments in this country and showed what
they can do if pressured.

Unfortunately the old man was not prosecuted as he should have
been because the authorities felt, 'he had been trying his best,' but
was overcome by ill health, lack of money and sheer numbers. This
old man was not in the business of coliecting animals to make money;
what started as a wish to help stray animals ended in a situation
beyond his means and his control.

Leaving aside collectors or hoarders of which there are thousands
hidden from view across Japan, we need to concentrate on the
commercial exploitation of animals like those in dog parks. These
places are in public view and should be registered and inspected as
part of the duty of public authorities, whose salaries are paid for out of
taxes.

The public too should be made aware of the rampant commercialism
in the breeding /pet shop industry. They should be told that in buying
that 'flavour of the month' puppy, they are contributing to the misery of
hundreds and thousands of similar puppies that past their 'sell-by date,’
die in cages at the back of pet shops or in dark sheds in puppy mills. If
consumers get wiser, many badly-run pet shops and suspect breeders
(any breeder that sells dogs for profit is not a true breeder) will go out

of business, it's as simple as that.

It is easy in the face of this tragedy to be overwheimed with
sentimentality, with a strong desire to plunge in and rescue these poor
creatures. There'll be tendency to get these dogs into caring homes
as soon as possible. But there is a danger that people will adopt these
dogs without understanding of what they are taking on. Many of these
dogs will need intensive veterinary care, some for the rest of their lives
and all this will cost money. Rescuing animal that have been bred in
these conditions is costly. Do these people realize where these animals
came from, what psychological and health problems they are likely to
have or are they just letting their hearts rule over the realities.There
is also a risk that since many of these dogs need a lot of time to be
brought back to good health, at this stage they cannot undergo the
trauma of neutering. Will these new owners neuter their new pet or will
they start another cycle of breeding ?

This case is not a natural disaster as it was when thousands of
animals /were left homeless by the Great Hanshin Earthquake, it is a
man-made disaster created by greed. It could have been prevented.
Hiroshima Prefecture and Hiroshima city bear much of the blame
for letting this situation develop and it should be the Prefecture and
City that picks up the pieces and ensures that those responsible are
prosecuted under the Animal Protection Law.
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