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Hiroshima Hell-Hole

he recent case in Hiroshima where a Dog Park went bankrupt

leaving 500 dogs dying of starvation, illustrates once more the
appauling situation of animal weifare in Japan; where lack of laws
and their enforcement, lack of control and inspection of commercial
enterprises like dog parks, breeders, pet shops and hoarders, in
fact eny establishment which keeps large numbers of animals, the
indifference and sheer laziness of government officials and the police,
leads to this kind of tragedy occuring again and again.

Why is it that small animal groups without government funding are left to
clear up the mess while the local governments supposedly there to apply
the law and monitor commercial organizations, get off scot free ? Yes, we
can go in and rescue the animals, bear the stress and the heartbreak,
we can raise funds through media attention and public sentimentality,
but why should we ? Why can't the government see the potential for this
situation to develop and stop it before it does ? Why do they let breeders
and commercial enterprises continue to keep animals in hell-holes
confined to small cages, defying all standards of hygiene and animal
welfare ? Japan is supposed to be a G8 nation not a struggling third world
country.

This all brings to mind the Tenri case in Nara several years ago, where
an old man, an animal hoarder, let 10,000 dogs die of neglect and
disease over a period of ten years. The 68 remaining dogs, still alive,

were living on top of a mountain of dog corpses discarded in plastic
bags. We could have just removed the remaining dogs, treated them
and found them new homes, but we didn't.

Instead we used the power of foreign pressure 'gaiatsu’ to push
Nara Prefecture to do something. We appealed by video footage and
photographs, we sent hundreds of self-addressed returnable postcards
to as many animal organizations around the world as we could. We
asked people to telephone Japanese embassies demanding something
should be done. Japanese embassies everywhere were deluged by
phone calls, Nara Prefectural Governor was inundated by postcards
including one letter from the Clinton/ Gore Campaign Headquarters,
and the embassies called the Sorifu (Prime Minister's Office) to ask
“what the hell was going on ?" The Sorifu put pressure on Nara
Prefecture saying, "clear up this mess."

Nara Prefecture, to its credit, acted immediately. It set up a temporary
facility for the remaining dogs with a surgery of four veterinarians
working around the clock, day and night. Within a month they had built
a more permanent facility with spacious rooms and outdoor runs for
the dogs. Then they had a nationwide advertising campaign to find the
dogs homes. These dogs were nearly all mixed breeds and many quite
old but every one after treatment, recovery and neutering found a good
home. Nara Prefecture did a great job and set a precedent for animal



