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Too many puppies have been bred and sold in Japan. Behind the so-called 'pet
boom,"' most of the dogs bought from pet shops are forced to lead miserable
life; after a year or two of living happily with his owner, the pet dogis banished to a
dirty place beside a dustbin at the back of a house, exposed to rain, wind, and the
hot sun, chained and neglected all through his life. What is a pet boom? Who teaches
children the value of life? Do Japanese people who get “little living things" from pet
shops not feel guilty?

On 19th June, eight dogs left Ark for London to find new homes over there. The plan
to send our dogs to the UK started more than a year ago. In the background of this,
is the Japanese society where people prefer pedigree puppies to crossbreed adults,
which means it is difficult for shelter dogs like ours to be rehomed in this country. Ark
has made every possible effort to rescue abandoned, unwanted, neglected animals
and find them new homes, but we know our limitations. That was one of the reasons
Ark decided to send our dogs abroad as a last resort.

Battersea Dogs & Cats Home in London said that they would be willing to accept
our dogs. They must have been quite sure to find the best home for every dog
including the aged or those in need of special care. As we had been fully aware
of the difficulties of rehoming, from our long-time experience, we were completely
impressed by their policy and confidence. And so, we decided to trust our dogs to
them in the hopes of them getting a better chance.

On the day of departure, the 8 dogs left Ark at an early hour of 4 a.m. for Kansai
International Airport. After going through the Animal Quarantine, while waiting to
board the plane, they all looked extremely nervous, gazing at us. Both members
of Ark staff who were travelling with the dogs and those who came to see them off
also looked uneasy. However, after arriving at London Heathrow Airport, the dogs

appeared much better than we had expected, each in a cage, tidy and clean; in
fact, none of them looked in a mess. They were carried in two separate vans from
Battersea, and we were surprised to find the inside of each van partitioned into 3to 5
spaces so as to carry several dogs in safe and peace without cages.

On arriving at Battersea Home Old Windsor, the dogs got outside, breathing in fresh
air for the first time in 24 hours, and before long, each one was led into the individual
kennel ready for them. It was past 8 in the evening, though it was still fight outside.
Supper was ready in the kennel. Some saw food and ate it up quickly, and some
others were busy sniffing around, peeing and marking here and there in the kennel.
After some time, we left them in peace for that night.

The next morning, after breakfast, we went down to the kennels to meet our dogs.
They were all awake, whining at us. The space allotted to each one of them consisted
of two sections; an outdoor concrete playground connected to an indoor sleeping
area (approximately one square meter) . It was spacious enough, uniike our kennels
here at Ark. Later we found out that every new dog had to be kept there for isolation
for a week, and so it needed a spacious room to get rid of stress. The dogs still
looked nervous, but they were delighted to see us, jumping up and down for joy. Two
of them (Hamlet and Marmul) were too restless to enjoy their meal. It would naturally
take some time for them to get used to local people and their language. In fact, they
gradually seemed to settle in to the new environment, with their expression softening
as days went by.

After a week, the day came when we, three members of Ark staff, had to leave
London for Japan. It was time to say good-bye to our eight dogs, hoping Battersea
people would find a suitable home for each one of them. Therefore, to our great
regret, we could not see the Battersea—style assessment that the dogs were going to
take. As Ark staff, we have often found it difficult to give a professional assessment



