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setting with a better
chance of dogs going
to a country home
rather than one in the
city. The site is close
to Windsor Great
Park and the Queen's
residence at Windsor
Castle. The property
is lent to Battersea by
the Crown. It has 192
individual kennels with
150 dogs in residence
at any one time and 40 cats, (a new cattery is now under construction).
The buildings include; 28 isolation kennels where new dogs are held, a sick
dog block for those with kennel cough, those recovering from surgery, and
maternity cases and a 92 kennel sales block for dogs ready for rehoming.
There is a fully equipped hospitali manned by veterinary nurses and a
visiting veterinarian from the main Battersea. Other staff include ; kennel
staff, maintenance, security, reception, rehoming, cook and cleaner.

After a week of being left to settle in, dogs are assessed by Battersea's
professional assessors. Those without problems are put up for rehoming.
Some dogs need rehabilitation before being assessed a second time.
Others like hyper-active Border Collies get stressed in a shelter environment
so often they are boarded out with experienced handlers in temporary foster
homes. Still others, like two huge Great Danes we saw, will be sent to a
special Great Dane Rescue shelter. There is a lot of cooperation between
the different animal welfare organizations in the UK which means animals
can be transfered to other places to receive specialist care and treatment.

The thorough assessment of dogs together with the strict interviewing
procedure of potential owners means that dogs are matched with people to
give them the best chance of finding the right home. We are confident that
Battersea will select the right home for our dogs.

Marmui with Vanessa Vanjana, her new owner
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