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Once again from our experience of taking eight dogs to Battersea
Dogs Home in the UK, we realized the huge difference between
Britain and Japan in the treatment of dogs; in particular, the attitude of
the general public towards dogs, the level of care given to dogs by owners
and their families, the high adoption rate of shelter animals, and also the
professionalism of shelters in rehoming these unwanted animals.

Although shelters like Battersea get their fair share of animals that have
had miserable experiences or been handled badly by ignorant owners,
the majority of the dogs we saw at the Old Windsor shelter were already
socialized and friendly. If anything some of them were over-exhuberant and
lacked training. Why is it therefore that most of the dogs coming to ARK are
nervous, frightened of people, and often ‘aggressive to other dogs ? This is
not a question of Japanese breeds or cross-breeds having these tendencies,
Shiba and Akita dogs in the UK are just as friendly as English breeds. It is
the environment dogs are brought up in and the early experiences they have
had that determines these characteristics.

English owners bring up their dogs in a relaxed way, giving them many
chances to socialize with people and other dogs from an early age. Joining
puppy classes is popular and gives puppies the chance to socialize. When
taken to the park they are let off lead and will happily play with any other
dogs they encounter. A dog on the lead is more likely to be aggressive as it
feels the need to defend its owner who is holding the lead. When unknown
dogs run up to children or even babies in prams, the children neither scream
nor attempt to run away (they have been taught how to react when meeting a
strange dog) and their parents are relaxed showing no sign of alarm.

British people are less demonstrative than southern Europeans but
nevertheless they touch and hug their children more than Japanese do

and naturally they do the same with their dogs. Dogs are included in every
aspect of the family's life; they are allowed to greet all visitors, they recieve
Christmas and birthday cards, they go on holiday with the family. Most hotels
accept dogs and some cater especially for dogs. Nowadays dogs holding
pet passports go abroad as well. Since they are well-socialized and well-
behaved, they are accepted everywhere and because they go everywhere,
they quickly learn how to behave properly. Things are changing in Japan but
there is still a long way to go.

Battersea has three main sites; the main Battersea Dogs Home in Centrai
London, another to the east at Brands Hatch and the third at Old Windsor
where ARK dogs went. Old Windsor was chosen as it is in a relaxed country



