have been an animal lover ever since | can remember. On one of my earliest

report cards my Writing teacher commented on the fact that [ only wrote
stories about animals. | 've also been a vegetarian since high school. | live with
a dog and two cats; all three rescued off the street. After watching a television
special on the mission to rescue pets trapped in their homes for weeks during
the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, | recommitted myself to doing more to help
homeless and abandoned animals.

At New York’s Animal Care and Control they have many volunteer opportunities
and recently | started with their “Cage Comforter” programme, sewing soft
comforters for the animals’ cages as well as crocheﬁng cat toys. When | put
these comforters and toys in the cats' cages, | could instantly see a brighter
atmosphere; the cats became more comfortable and perspective adopters' eyes
were drawn to their cages. | am hoping to continue making these and have
already recruited a handful of artist and clothing designer friends to help as well.
Animal Care and Control is a non-profit organization contracted by the City of
New York as the city's animal welfare agency. Although the bulk of the animals
they take in are dogs and cats, they have on occasion had to deal with rather
surprising animals in city dwellings such as a 400 pound tiger. Because they
are contracted by the city, they have to take in every animal that is surrendered
to them or picked up as a stray. In 2004 they took in over 40,000 cats and
dogs throughout the five boroughs. After evaluating them for illnesses and for
behaviour many are put up for adoption in one of three adoption facilities. Within
the same year, adoptions totalled over 10,000. These figures do not include over
6000 cats and dogs which were taken in by other animal rescue groups. Unlike
the Japanese “hokenjo”, the city shelters here in New York and many across
the United States, try very hard to adopt out as many animals as they can and
promote good pet ownership. Many have special programmes such as low cost
spay/neuter programmes, Seniors for Seniors, where human seniors are charged
lower adoption fees to adopt senidr pets, as well as being offered free pet
training/behavioural consultation after adoption.

Although | live in New York and have lived in America for most of my life, as a

Japanese citizen | was horrified to find out the backward and inhumane treatment
of animals in Japan , particularly by city authorities as well as the low perception
of pet ownership by the general public. Through talking with ARK, | found out
about the many problems facing this country’s unwanted pets and about the
courageous people trying to save them, trying to change the current Japanese
system as well as the public's perception. From a recent report from a “hokenjo”
in Osaka it stated that among the 1400 dogs taken in, only 137 were adopted and
among the 4000 cats taken in only 30 were adopted. That is less than 10% for
dogs and less than 1% for cats. | almost fainted. | even seriously thought about
giving up my Japanese citizenship in protest.

ARK as well as other Japanese animal rescue groups are run solely on funding
from the public and depend on help from volunteers. ARK, currently houses 300
dogs and 200 cats. They are able to take in 250 new dogs a year and re-home
150- 160 of them.

In participation with ARK, who just recently opened a Tokyo office, HaNNa store
and gallery in Ginza has ARK’s newsletter available for free and in May we had a
show at the gallery to promote animal welfare awareness as well as to help raise
money. We aiso have a bulletin board featuring some of ARK’s animals ready for
adoption.

In writing this, | am hoping to spark interest not only in more compassion for
animals but an interest in volunteerism and activism. | wanted volunteerism to be
more fashionable, to be more cool in Japan. Many of my peers; artists, musicians
and even extremely famous stars take time to donate their time and money to
causes they believe in. Some of my favourites are actor Paul Newman who’s
company Newman’s Own makes organic salad dressings and pasta sauces and
gives 100% of the proceeds to charity and former Beatle Paul McCartney and his
fashion designer daughter Stella McCartney who are both vegetarians.

What do you believe in? Can you make a difference in this world? I'm sure you
can!

British pets are to be given 'FIVE FREEDOMS' under a new Animal
Welfare Bill now before Parfiament that aims to raise the standards
of animal welfare by fining or jailing owners who neglect their
animals. These are :

Freedom from thirst, hunger and malnutrition

Freedom from discomfort

Freedom from pain, injury and disease
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Freedom to express normal behaviour
Freedom from fear and stress

The freedoms include appropriate diet, suitable living conditions,
companionship or solitude as appropriate, monitoring for abnormal
behaviour and protection from pain, suffering, injury and disease.

Owners could be fined upto 5000 pounds or given a prison
sentence if a pet is kept in such a way that will inevitably lead to
suffering in the future. This is a significant shift from the current law
whereby action can only be taken against an owner if an animal is
suffering or has suffered. Once the Bill becomes law, secondary
legislation will be introduced creating codes of conduct for different
types of animals. Owners cannot be prosecuted for not complying
with a code but the codes may be used to assist in determining
whether or not an offence has been committed. The Bill is about
ensuring that pet owners have a duty of care towards their pets.
Although the majority of pet owners in the UK are responsible in this
respect, the Bill is aimed at the few who do not understand or care
about the welfare of their animals. The law will be enforced by local
authorities, the police and RSPCA inspectors.
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