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hico and Esse were much loved by their elderly

owners. The husband slept with Esse while his wife
slept with Chico. As they had become frail, they were
forced to give up their home and move into a retirement
facility, which meant they had to make the heart-breaking
decision to part with their dogs. So Chico and Esse came
to ARK. That was four years ago and when they could,
their former owners came to visit them.
One day Chico had trouble breathing and needed to see
a vet urgently. We phoned the family to let them know this.
They told us the old woman had just passed away. As she
was rushed to hospital, Chico suddenly died in the car.
It was as if the old woman couldn't bear to be separated
from her beloved dog and had spirited her away so that
they could be together in the next world. | hope they have
crossed Rainbow Bridge together and are now reunited.

And a different story.......

One day an old woman came to ARK clutching her little
old Pomeranian. "I have to be rid of her," she wept. When
we asked "why?", she poured out her story. She had lived
with her son and her little dog but when he got married his
new wife began to rule the roost. The old woman retreated
into one room with her dog ( despite the fact she owned
the house) , but still the young wife taunted her. * We don't
want that dirty dog in this house." Finally she gave an
ultimatum; if the dog didn't go, she would. She took the
baby and returned to her parent's home. The old woman,
seeing her son unhappy (what a wimp !) and desperate
for peace, agreed to get rid of her only joy in life. You can
easily guess who'll be the next one they'll get rid of.

Well that seemed to be the end of the story but | am happy
to report that the son has since come to his senses (finally)
and is thinking of divorcing his wife. This means his
mother will be able to live in peace with the only friend she
has.

And another tale..........

Jaspar is a quiet, unassuming, friendly little dog who
was rescued by an American, who found him wandering
in a pitiful state in the street in Tokushima. Apart from a
horrible skin condition, he had a hernia and his hips were
dislocated. The vet she took him to advised her to put him
back on the street as that was his 'fate’.

After coming to ARK he had three successful operations
which cleared up all his problems. | wonder if the
Tokushima vet really didn't consider a stray dog worth
helping, or if he was just covering up his incompetence.




