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ARK's point of view, society needs to raise it's standards not the other way
around. And we have seen the results of this philosophy. So many proud families
that have adopted animals from ARK return with them to say hello. Others send
us pictures of their healthy, happy, and obviously spoiled new family members.
Many of these people have for the first time allowed dogs in the house; what a
change ! Recent surveys put Japan's pet population at 19 million, that's more
than the number of children under 15, and this is supported by a 9 billion US
dollar pet care industry. Over 70% consider their pet as a member of their family.
But while these are encouraging signs, we know that in reality there still is a
long way to go. Chaining is still an accepted way to keep a dog. Many stili see no
danger in letting their cat roam at night. Some still don't see the need to to protect
their pets with vaccinations and filaria medicine. Again progress is being made,
but we're not there yet.

Newsletter

Walk into a vet's waiting room today and you'll find no lack of reading material.
Pet food company newspapers, pet goods mail order magazines, pet insurance
pamphlets and the ARK newsletter. One of ARK's stated goals is to ‘create a
network of people who love animals, believe in sharing their lives with them,and
who work actively to rescue them from suffering.' The quarterly newsletter has
been a played a major role in building this network. A whole range of articles,
from the latest developments in animal law to Badger's thoughts on recent
visitors to ARK, can be found in these pages. This is newsletter number 62 and
if you do your maths you'll notice that not one issue has been missed in the past
sixteen years, even during the hectic days of the earthquake. That's because
Oliver-san has always known the importance of communicating and keeping in

touch with our supporters.

Transparency

Over the years ARK has always made it a point to meticulously report how much
money has been donated and how that money has been spent. This is important
for any business, but for an NPO is especially essential. But transparency not
only pertains to the accounts, but also to our policies; how many animals we take
in, how many are rehomed, how many pass away in our care, all aspects of the
shelter. Our relationship with our supporters or the network mentioned earlier,
is based on trust. And we shall continue to count that trust as one of our most
valued possessions.

Euthanasia

If there is one question which informs and guides every effort that we make on
behalf of those we seek to help it would be, "what is in the best interest of THIS
animal ?"

From the type of food, where to sleep, how long to walk, what kind of special
care, we are constantly asking this question. It pervades every action we take
here at the shelter, and even the decision to let go. Many animals came to ARK
in the early days which means they are now reaching the end of their life but are
still healthy 16, 17, 18 or even 19 year olds. When animals are beyond 'saveable’
treatment, when suffering is about to begin, and when quality of life reaches a low
ebb, it is time to euthanize, to let them die with dignity in the arms of people who
care. Death is part of life and we respect both.




