Letter
from BADGER
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hings never fail to amaze me. A young guy, probably

the worse from wear after a few drinks, goes into a pet
shop and since it is Christmas time, buys a puppy, thinking
it will make a nice present for his wife and baby. It is a mini
Dachshund, currently among the top three most popular
dogs in Japan and after parting with half his bonus money,
takes it home . The wife is anything but happy. " Just get rid
of it, " she tells him, adding that she doesn't like dogs and
the baby already has allergies. On tbp of everything the
contract for the apartment where they live doesn't allow pets.

Hearing this story, ARK agrees to take in the puppy
since this irresponsible guy is threatening to take it to the
hokensho or give it away. Since it is female we fear that
it may end up being used for breeding. Well after a little
spaying operation, the puppy readily found a new home but |
really despair how casually people can go out and buy a life.

And for a completely different story...............

Mio is a young female dog who lived with her elderly owner
in his home. He was a lonely old man who kept himself to
himself and seldom had any contact with his neighbours.
One day he just lay on his bed, which left Mio puzzied.
Why he didn't get up ? Why didn't he take her out for a
walk ? Why didn't he give her supper, he must know she
was hungry ? Of course as a dog she didn't realize that
the old man had died, she just felt something strange had
happened. Being a patient and loyal little dog she lay by the
body and kept quiet. For 10 days she lay there.

Then one day there was a huge noise with people shouting
and sirens outside the house. then a window was smashed
and strange men in uniforms climbed in to the room. Mio
backed away cringing in fear as they removed the body.
They spent time rummaging around, terrifying the poor dog
even more before leaving. Some kindly people came and
gave her food and water but they couldn't take her home.
She was still in shock. But gradually she got used to them
and they were finally able to bring her to ARK. I'm happy
to report that she too has found a wonderful home with a
loving mother and daughter to care for her

And...... what hope do we have to reduce the number of
unwanted dogs gassed everyday if the Prime Minister of this
country expresses such stupid sentiments as this
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TOKYO Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi expressed hope
Wednesday that Japan will follow the example of dogs'
prolificacy to stem the falling birthrate as 2006 is the Year
of the Dog in the Chinese zodiac. "Dogs whelp a lot but are
said to have an easy labor," Koizumi said.



