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Everyone who has been to ARK must have seen Polka, the three-legged
Dalmatian, playing with lots of puppies in the riverbed. She has featured in
several television programmes and her photo is the May picture in ARK's
2006 calendar. Her story started sadly as she was found with a severely
injured leg by a schoolgirl who took her to a veterinary clinic where the vet
refused to treat her. Then she was rejected by the girl's angry grandfather
and finally kept in a car boot until she could come safely to ARK. The leg
in the meantime had rotted and had to be amputated. Now we are happy
to announce that Polka has found a loving owner, an Australian with his
Japanese wife who will give her all the love and attention she deserves.

Calypso was found abandoned, tied to a tree in a Hiroshima forest with her
four tiny puppies by two young German friends who were touring by car.
They put the family in the car and drove around hoping to find a shelter
which would take them in. But they were told there were no shelters and the
hokensho would just kill them.

So they came to ARK and the young German asked his parents if he could
bring the mother, Calypso home to Germany. At his expense Calypso
was sent to Hamburg and is now a treasured member of the Duhn family.
Her story appeared in a local paper so she is now quite famous in that
community. Being an excellent escapee, they had to build a new fence
around the garden to keep her in . But most of the time as you can see from
the photo, she sits inside gazing out from a high vantage point, at the scene
outside. Her puppies all found homes in Japan.
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