ARK has long been looking to expand its activities in Tokyo and the Kanto
area, especially for rehoming and PR. Recently two ARK staff moved to
Tokyo and we seriously began to consider making this dream a reality but
the exhorbitant cost of renting even a small space for an office was the main
hurdle. Qur luck changed when a famous pet goods company ‘GEORGE'
came to our rescue. The President of the Japanese company, which
originated in the States, was impressed by the fact that pet shops in the
States no longer sell pets but actively give space to shelter animals seeking
adoption. The promotion of shelter animals in pet shops has led to a huge
decrease in the numbers of homeless animals having to be euthanized by
humane societies, through lack of space.

ARK has been offered office space in GEORGE to promote the adoption of
shelter animals. As a trial run, six ARK dogs and one cat were flown by air
to Tokyo and shown to potential adopters during Golden Week. We will have
a permanent display of photographs as well as a description of individual
dogs and cats waiting for adoption and our staff will be on hand to answer
questions, talk to potential owners and to do home checks. At the end of the
week five dogs and one cat were adopted, with one dog reserved.

Thanks to GEORGE's support, we are working towards the day when
pet shops selling pets become extinct and that people wanting a pet will
consider it normal and natural to adopt a shelter dog or cat.
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