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"What a lot of space!l!" This was my first impression when | visited shelters in
England. They were all situated in good environments with many plants and trees.
Wood Green Animal Shelter especially was so huge that we had a hard time
finding reception.

Ali the shelters had receptions, interview rooms, dog and cat pens, rings (to
excercise dogs), trimming rooms, clinics and so on. Receptions were bright,
spacious and clean. Some of the interview rooms were private so that people
did not have to worry about their privacy. Dog pens were systematically divided
for puppies, dogs that had been recently rescued, dogs waiting for assessment,
dogs ready to be rehomed. Also dogs could go back and forth between indoor
and outdoor rooms. Naturally, they were all equipped with air conditioners and
heaters. Drainage in each pen made them easy to clean with water.

Each shelter was trying to reduce the stress for its dogs. For example, to prevent
dogs seeing each other in exercise pens, they build wooden fences. At the Dogs
Trust, dogs waiting to be rehomed were in pens with glass on the front facing
the hallway. This probably reduces the tendency of dogs to bark when they see
sirangers passing by. In fact, they told us that dogs were calmer this way. The
only disadvantage is that staff have to spend more time cleaning the glass walls.
Also most pens usually accomodate only one dog or two dogs at most.

What | liked most was the way they decorated the puppy rooms with many toys
and pretty decorations just like a child's rooms. Like ordinary family houses,
regular dog pens were furnished with things like sofas, beds and desks to give
them a family atmosphere. If dogs feel comfortable in these pens, they will
probably feel at home when they are rehomed.

| also found pens with big pictures which heiped scared dogs, since people
would look at the pictures rather than directly at the dog. Music was used at
some shelters to relax dogs. Exercise rings were so spacious that dogs could run
around when they are not walked. | thought that this was good ideas to reduce
the stress of dogs. Trimming and clinic rooms were also spacious, hygenic and
well equipped. [ envy them a lot. They even conduct operations in clinic rooms
just like veterinary hospitals.

England being an advanced country for animal weifare, everything | saw at
shelters was quite impressive. But | also understand that at the beginning their
situation was not as good as it is today. It must have taken a long time for them
to reach this point. It is a fact that animal weifare in Japan lags horribly behind,
but having England as a good example, | would like to improve our situation by
incorporating some of the best British aspects.




