Letter
from BADGER
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hen | came to ARK, Chobi was already famous.

Soon | was accompanying him to public venues
where he taught me how to greet people and how to be
a representative for ARK. He'd never been irained in this
work but he was always the perfect gentleman. At home
he was a mediator in dog disputes; when Junket was too
bossy and tried to beat up Husk and Seal or when Kitsune
was grumpy. Sadly they have all passed away and now,
so has Chobi. | am proud to have known him and been his
friend.

| often despair at the world of hard-hearted people when
| hear stories told by the animals which come to ARK but
among these tales are ones which show that despite the
bad side, there are also many compassionate people
around.

Take the story of Polka Dot. Here we have a lively little
Dalmatian just into the gangly puppy stage. One day
a schoolgirl sees her lying the the street, her back leg

~ mangled and very swollen. Instead of thinking "poor dog,"

and walking away as many people would have done, she
picks her up and knowing she needs urgent treatment
takes her to a nearby animal hospital. The veterinarian
takes a look and says" this will cost a lot of money, how
much do you have?" The girl shows all the pocket money
she has and promises to get more but the vet just says"
that's not nearly enough, | can't help you."

She gathers up the pup and carries her home. There her
grandfather goes ballistic; "get that dog out of here or I'll
call the hokensho." The girl is now in total despair and
frightened of what the old man might do. She decides to
hide the pup in the boot of the family car parked nearby
in a parking lot. For three days she creeps out secretly to
comfort and tend to the pup but she realizes the leg is now
so infected she might die.

At this point she calls ARK. After she arrives here, Polka
Dot is rushed to the hospital but the vets say that in order
to save her life she must lose the leg. Even after the
operation she is in intensive care for a long time but finally
returns to ARK. As | know from experience, it takes a while
to adjust one's balance with only three legs, but she 's now
running around like any other teenager.

| hope that kind girl grows up to become a vet. We need
more vets who can show compassion and offer their
services generously to an animal in need without being
motivated by financial gain.
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