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The adult dogs are kept in coffin cages where they have no comfort and
almost no space to turn around. They are kept in these steel coffins for
seven days, never touched, never taken out, let alone walked. One mother
dog was trying to protect her newly born puppy, giving it what warmth
she could on the coffin floor. The whole room is freezing (we visited in
December) and probably an oven in summer. Smal! dogs, puppies and
cats are kept in the same cold conditions, in small cages with wire floors,
not even a newspaper, let alone a blanket or cardboard box for comfort.
The litter of month-old puppies we saw were crying, huddled together for
warmth in a corner of the cage. Crying because they were hungry. The
official explained they weren't eating but if they had been in a warm room,
given soft food and puppy milk, they would soon have eaten. An old Maitese
terrier covered with hair-mats kept getting its feet caught in the grill on the
cage floor. All these small animals, puppies, litile dogs, cats and kittens
should have been in a warm room. Animals as distressed as this should be
euthanized by injection, but then with only 'paper’ vets working at the kanri
centre, none has the will or experience or expertise to do this.

Some dogs were extremely friendly, even in those miserable conditions and
would be candidates for adoption, if they were given a chance. Animals that
enter that room are treated like rubbish not as living beings. The people in
charge of the kanri centre act like robots, not like sensitive human beings.

After seven days they are wheeled in their 'coffins’ ten at a time into the
gas chamber and from there to the furnace for cremation, all controlled by
computer. (For the convenience of humans of course) . How did they know
if the animals were all dead ? "They have a monitor on the computer.”
What are vets at the centre employed for ? They could at least check if the
animals were really dead before being cremated. One has to suspect that
many are burnt alive.

Most of the general public is unaware of what goes on in these kanri centres
(Shiga is by no means an exception), or even that they are run with public
money. If more people expressed their shock and disgust at the way animals
are handled and killed, the government officials would make more efforts
to bring about changes. The fact that most people are ignorant or don't
care, means these places run on in the same way with impunity. There are
employees who have a conscience and would like to improve conditions
for the animals but they are reluctant to show any initative for fear of
displeasing their superiors, mostly incapable elderly vets sitting comfortably
at the point of retirement, who have got the job simply because they couldn't
make the grade in private practice. It is also hardly surprising to find there
are no women working with the animals, perhaps their empathy with the
animals would conflict with the system.
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