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Shiga Prefecture Kanri Centre - the end of the road

The road leading to the Kanri Centre passes a recycle centre and a huge
graveyard. This gives you an indication of what the Kanri Centre is about;
recycling and death. The Centre is divided into two sections; one is an area
the public is allowed to see, and the other, the killing block, where dogs and
cats on death-row, await their fate.

Although some attempt has been made to brighten the public area with
a few Disney-type touches here and there, the general atmosphere is
cold and official. There are a great many things which could be improved.
Members of the public who visit can learn nothing about the proper way
dogs should be kept. Although the dogs and puppies were not chained,
they were outside in wire enclosures. | noticed that the puppies preferred
to lie outside huddled up to each other on the cold ground, rather than
use the tiny dirty little plastic kennels provided. There were no blankets or
even newspapers for warmth. It sends a message to the public that dogs
should only be given bare plastic kennels with no comforts. Why couldn't the
kanri centre provide or contact a company who could donate, nice warm
wooden kennels ?

The interior of the building where people are 'educated ' about pet keeping
has wall posters showing what dogs eat but nothing about the importance
of neutering. Photos show squealing kids holding (squashing) puppies
which again gives out the message that people should adopt puppies rather
than adult dogs. There ought to be a display of pictures of dogs (not only

puppies) up for adoption, with their profile (age, character, sex etc:) and
there should be large posters with a focus on the importance of neutering
and why this is necessary in order to reduce the killing.

Adoption

At present puppies are given out to members of the public twice a month. |
wonder how thorough the checks on the people are and if there is any home
check. THE PUPPIES ARE NOT NEUTERED BEFORE BEING GIVEN
UP FOR ADOPTION, THIS IS A MAJOR FAILING. Since the kanri centre
employs vets, why couldn't these vets perform the surgery on the site or
failing that, have local veterinary clinics neuter them. Failing to neuter is like
having a running tap and trying to catch the water in a teacup. The Kanri
Centre is like a roundabout with puppies going out unneutered only to return
(or their puppies to return) to the Centre within a year to be killed.

The killing building

This place is a disgrace and as a place where animals on death row wait for
the gas chamber, a place of torment and misery. Even though these animals
are going to die (although many could be adopted out) , there is no reason
given the restrictions of the system, ( budget, safety for personnel, hygiene,
time, labour, convenience) why these animals should not be treated
humanely and compassionately.



