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became nationally recognized. As the plight of the animals was picked up by the
media, almost 3 billion yen was donated nationwide. Some of these funds were
used to run a temporary shelter in Sanda for quake related pets, but it was shut
down less than a year later. The remainder of the money was said to be kept
back for the next emergency. ARK received not even one yen. Recent media
reports have said that some of this money was used to help the pets of the
evacuees from Miyakejima. However, no account of how this money was used
has ever been made public.
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Raising Public Awareness of Animal Abuse
and Abandonmentin Osaka Prefecture

Article 27 of the "Law concerning animal welfare and
control," which was enacted in 1999, states that:

1) Unreasonably killing or injuring a pet animal shall
be penalized by a maximum of one year in prison, or a
maximum fine of one million yen;

2) Abusing a pet animal whereby it is debilitated through the
unreasonable lack of provision of food and/or water shall be
penalized by a maximum fine of 300,000 yen;

3) Abandoning a pet animal shall be penalized by a
maximum of 300,000 yen.

Stray cats, which are a problem all over the country,
have their origins in pet cats which were abandoned by
irresponsible owners, while the animals specified under the
"Law concerning the prevention of harm to ecosystems by
specified non-indigenous organisms" are all being sold as
pets in Japan, after which they are often abandoned and
become feral. As the above illustrates, abandoning animals
is a serious crime that is severely penalized under the law,
but the reality is that very few people are even aware of this
fact.
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In order to raise public awareness that animal abuse and -
abandonment are crimes, and also in order to prevent
such crimes, the Osaka Prefecture Animal Welfare Group
produced 2,000 posters and 20,000 leaflets in 2003 and
again in 2004. The Osaka Prefectural Police put these
posters up at police boxes (koban) throughout the prefecture
during Animal Welfare Week (September 20 - 26).

Also, because policemen on duty need to have a full
understanding of the Animal Welfare Law in order
to deal with citizens' reports of animal abuse and/or
abandonment, educationa! materials regarding this law
were distributed to every police station in the prefecture.
At some of these police stations, the distributed materials
were used in special study groups that were held on the
subject. The results have been highly encouraging. The
Higashi Sumiyoshi and Sakai Higashi police stations drew
up posters requesting information regarding cases of
abandonment and posted these on local bulletin boards,
and also interviewed residents in the area where the animal
had been found. The Tsurumi police station prosecuted a
housewife who abandoned her dog in a park.

For us to rid our society of animal abuse and abandonment,
we believe it is essential that the authorities issue guidelines
on proper animal care, the police apprehend those in
violation of the law, and residents keep watch in their
neighbourhoods. If all levels of society cooperate with each
other in achieving this aim, it can be done.

As 2005 begins, ARK has almost 500 animals in it's care, 30 staff and about 30
regular volunteers. ARK receives requests for assistance from all over Japan
and is funded solely by caring individuals. | often wonder what ARK would look
like if the earthquake had not happened. But just as the tsunami is sure to bring
sweeping changes to the many areas it has affected, so oo ARK's future will also
be tied to that fateful day, January 17th, 1995.
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