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10 years on - Kobe Remembered
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Jeff Bryant

Once again, nature has demonstrated her awesome and destructive power. In
what one newspaper has called, 'one of the most tragic events of our times'
the earthquake and tsunami that devastated the coasts of several southeast
Asian countries has killed over 250,000 people and wiped out entire communities.
Although not getting much coverage in the media, the animal kingdom was also
effected by the tsunami and several humane organizations have been working
at the scene on behaif of the animals. The World Society for the Protection of
Animals (WSPA) and Humane Society International (HSI) have sent in teams to
help local rescue groups mostly with bands of homeless dogs now scavenging
for food and water. Since dogs in those areas are seldom chained, they could
easily, as instinct warned them of the impending disaster, escape to safety.
Rabies is a serious threat in these regions and the vaccination and neutering
of these animals is high on the list of priorities. Needless to say, the relief and
reconstruction efforts will be ongoing for quite some time.

On the positive side, the outpouring of assistance both financial and physical
has truly been heartening. The swift response of both governments and aid
organizations was in itself a news story. One such story, in the January 1st edition
of the Washington Post, especially caught my attention. Survivors in the southern
Indian state of Tamil Nadu said the relief efforts organized by neighboring cities
arrived more quickly and had been more visible than government help. As | read
this, | was instantly transported back ten years and flooded with memories of the
disaster that struck my city, Kobe.

It was in January of 1995 that the first supplies to reach the victims of the Great
Hanshin/Awaji Earthquake came not from the authorities, but from concerned
citizens. This desire to be involved directly in the collection and distribution of
supplies added a new word to the Japanese vernacular, volunteer. The present
NPO law and many of the organizations it gave birth to are the direct result of this
event. It can also be said that present size and scope of ARK and it's activities
are also directly related to the quake.

Before the quake, ARK consisted of about 90 animals, Oliver-san, and several
volunteers. In the following year ARK took in over 600 animals who had been
displaced, some for only a night while others remained for several years. There
are still earthquake animals at ARK. ARK was one of the first groups to make
visits into the most devastated areas for the sole purpose of rescuing, feeding
and looking after animals. But the biggest influx came after Oliver-san's pledge
on TV to take in any pet whose owner was considering euthanasia. Beloved pets
were not allowed to accompany their family into 'human' shelters.Imagine losing
your home and most of your possessions and then being forced to put down your
dog or cat.

ARK was not prepared for a sudden increase in numbers, but faced with this
horrible situation it made the only decision it could; to take in any animals in need,
for free. Fortunately, animal lovers from around the country stood with ARK by
sending donations or coming in person to volunteer! With all this publicity, ARK



