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Statement of Demands regarding the Review of the Animal Welfare Law, based on an actual case of dog abuse

Although the “Law concerning animal welfare and control" (hereinafter referred to
as "Animal Welfare Law") was enacted in 1989, unfortunately there has been no
decline in the number of criminally abusive and negligent animal dealers.

On February 19, 2004, representatives of Animal Refuge Kansai (ARK), a
certified non-profit organization, visited the home of a dog breeder in Omi-
Hachiman city, Shiga prefecture, after being alerted by a nearby resident. They
found the rotting corpses of 12 dogs lying on the breeder's grounds.They also
rescued three barely surviving large-size dogs, and brought one of them, which
was in a severely weakened condition, to a veterinary hospital for diagnosis. The
dog, a Bernese Mountain Dog, was determined to be "in an extremely emaciated
state (body weight 15kg)."

Based on the conditions in which these dogs had been kept, and on their
exceedingly poor state of health, ARK judged this to be a case of animal abuse
and filed charges against the breeder at the Omi-Hachiman police station
for violating the Animal Welfare Law. However, the Shiga Prefecture Animal
Protection & Control Center has stated that "although [it] issued a guidance
recommendation to the breeder for unsuitable animal care practices, the cause of
" death was determined to be Parvo, a contagious viral disease, and thus this was
not a case of deliberate abuse." As for the Omi-Hachiman police station, their
position is that “under the present law, the definition of abuse is too vague to say

definitely that this case constituted abuse." Saying only that the "case is under
investigation,” they are making no moves to file suit against the breeder.

Although there is a clause in the Animal Protection Law referring to "abusing an
animal whereby it is debilitated through the unreasonable lack of provision of food
and/or water," in actual practice, this case vividly illustrates that the authorities
and the police wili not recognize that abuse has taken place even when 1)
animals are left to suffer and die, through suspension of all care including the
provision of food and water, after contracting an extremely infectious disease
against which no prevention measures were taken, nor any treatment provided;
and 2) the environment in which those animals were kept was exceedingly
unhygienic, as evinced by the presence of rotting, diseased corpses, thus
causing surviving animals to fall into a state of ill health.

In order to make the Animal Protection Law a truly effective, enforceable law,
we strongly urge you to consider incorporating the following amendments when
reviewing the law this year:

1) Expansion of the definition of animal abuse

2) Certification requirement for animal breeders and dealers

3) Introduction of business suspension for a fixed period as a penalty for animal
breeders and dealers found to be violating the law
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