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Shigagate.........

reeders, animal traders, in fact anyone seeking to exploit
Banimals in some way, are flocking to Shiga Prefecture. The
reason ? Apart from its location, half way between the Kansai
and Nagoya and with the highway to Tokyo running through its
centre, more than anything it is regarded as a 'soft touch.' As
shown by Shiga Prefecture Kanri Centre’s handling of the Omi-
Hachiman breeder's case, the authorities leave breeders a free
run beyond the law, with token inspections, no warnings and no
closures.

When we asked the Kanri Centre officials what they thought
about this breeder, they said they thought he was a 'nice guy',
trying to cooperate with them. Who isn't 'nice' to the authorities
when they stand to gain millions of yen from a business ? Why
did the authorities believe his story about 28 dogs in all, dying of
parvo. When the first batch of 16 died in August 2003, why didn't
the Kanri Centre insist on post-mortems to establish the cause of
death ? Why did they neglect to tell us about these earlier cases
when we discovered 12 more corpses in Febuary 2004 ? We
have to believe it was either a deliberate cover-up or pure apathy
on the part of the officials who neglected to do their duty.

The police will only proceed with the prosecution if enough
proof of neglect or abuse is submitted. Although we had
what we thought whs a water-tlight case; neighbours' reports,
photographs, TV and newspaper coverage, veterinary report on
rescued dogs, the crucial evidence which the Kanri Centre failed
to get; a post-mortem revealing cause of death on the dead
dogs, may result in this case never getting to court. It is a step
backwards for animal welfare in this country. It is a let-down to all
of us who had hoped the new Animal Welfare Law would bring
justice for all the thousands of abused animals in need of help.

On the Abuse of Dogs by a Breeder in Omi-Hachiman, Shiga

his is a follow-up report on the case of the abusive dog breeder in Omi-
Hachiman city, Shiga prefecture, introduced in ARK's newsletter #54.

Over six months had passed with no progress whatsoever since ARK
brought charges against M., the dog breeder, at Omi-Hachiman police
station. However, after this case was featured in a November 30, 2004
broadcast of an evening programme called "Voice" on MBS, many viewers
called the Omi-Hachiman police station to voice their outrage. As a resuilt,
the police were forced to take action and on December 24 an officer from
Omi-Hachiman visited ARK to question Liz Oliver and draw up a report.
Unfortunately, however, the police's view seemed to be that under the
present law, the definition of abuse is too vague to say definitely that this
case constituted abuse. Consequently, their position was that filing suit
without hard evidence would be difficult.

As for the authorities concerned, we met with the Shiga Prefecture Animal
Protection & Control Centre on December 14, and with the Shiga Prefecture
Sanitation Department on the 21st, and submitted to them a questionnaire.
To our question about what they had determined to be the cause of death
for the 12 dogs whose bodies we found on February 19, the Animal Control
Center responded that "M. had 16 dogs die of Parvo in August of the
previous year, so we determined that these dogs also had died of Parvo.”
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In other words, there was no scientific basis for their decision, which was
nothing but an assumption. (The Parvo virus can be detected from corpses
with a PCR test, even a considerable amount of time after death.) Moreover,
even though this breeder had not vaccinated his dogs or treated them once
they had fallen ill, leaving 28 of them to die suffering, their response was
that this case "did not constitute abuse as the dogs died of disease and he
did not kill them deliberately."

We simply could not accept this reasoning, so we then submitted a
"Statement of Views" to the Omi-Hachiman police station and to the Shiga
prefectural governor, requesting that they file suit against M. for violating the
"Law concerning animal welfare and control."

This year, the Animal Welfare Law will be reviewed. This case is a valuable
illustration of the present reality that, because the definition of abuse is
vague, neither the police nor the authorities will take legally grounded
measures against cases that quite clearly do constitute animal abuse. For
this reason, we have submitted a report on this case to Diet members of
every political party, as well as to the Environment Ministry, along with a
demand that they expand the definition of animal abuse in their review of
the Animal Welfare Law, so as to make it a truly enforceable law in cases of
this kind.



