The great difficulty, besides the obvious one of time and money, is the
almost complete lack of support from people in our neighborhood and
community. It is discouraging. We both work more than full time to afford to
do the work we do. We don't get donations. We don't get a day off. Our vet
gives us a break when he can. If | could characterize the viewpoint that has
been expressed to us, it is to let nature do what it does. That is to say, if the
animais live they live, if you don't do ahything, they don't. It's unnecessary
for people to spend their time and money on such things.
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On occasions/peéple have heiped us with the favour of rides to the vet,
or for ca;.ffo"dd shopping and so on but it has almost always been favours
to I}S/Which have to be returned to stay on good relations, rather than
volunteering for the sake of the animals. In the end the cost of maintaining
favour-owing relationships is often more work than just doing it ourselves
like going by bicycle to the vet.

We now feed about 35 cats éVéﬂ/ day, 14 of these are permanently in our
house and another six go in and out. Five others live outside but in the
vicinity of our house, with the remainder a little further away, which we have
also neutered and maintain with daily food.

Initially, we had hopes for re-homing cats, especially kittens... but despite
the tremendous amount of work which has gone into it we have only found
a home for one. Whether the friendlier adult cats we have found were lost
or abandoned is usually not clear. But in any case, finding their "owner" has
never been successful for us. There is no network for connecting people to
their lost pets.

We have been toid by neighbours that we must not feed "stray" cats
anymore. We have made it clear that all of them have been spayed or
neutered. When we first moved here there were cats as well but at that time
the cats were sick and weaker and most somewhat afraid of people, lurking
in the background. Now the TNR cats of our area are healthier and perhaps
bolder. Our neighbours complain but seem to accept that we aren't going
to change. We wish that our neighbours would work with us, finding better
ways to provide food and keep track of new-comers.

If someone asked what we need, | would say we need volunteers and
money. We could use volunteers to maintain established TNR areas, spread
the domain outwards and transport cats back and forth to the vet. We could
use money to pay for the big expenses of spaying and neutering. It costs too
much, especially for the female cat. Also for the expenses of food, litter and
medicine.

As a final word, another thing that would help is networking. I'm sure people
doing the work don't want to be known as a place to bring animals. But if
there were a way for people doing the work to connect, share ideas and
encourage each other that would go a long way to keeping the care-givers
sane.
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Susan and David are English teachers living near Hikone city, Shiga
Prefecture. If anyone is willing to volunteer with them or to give them
support in some way, please contact ARK for details of how to get in touch
with them.
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