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Notes from Shiga Prefecture

When we came to Japan from America about 10 years ago we hadn't
imagined that we would be devoting ourselves to animal care. However,
we found we couldn't live, in good conscience, amidst what we would call
the neglect, abuse and ignorance related to cats and dogs, be they pets or
otherwise.

It started first as we'd visit Kyoto or some other town where we would
almost invariably see a cat or kitten foraging for food where there was none.
One of us would go running o a convenience store to help it out. After a
while we'd plan ahead and carry a can or two of cat food with us. Gradually
we seemed to see cats everywhere; at train stations, parking lots, garbage
bins, alleys, behind supermarkets, temples and shrines. No place seemed
to be free of homeless cats.

Eventually we had taken in one cat but it wasn't until one very early morning
that we were awoken by the sounds of a puppy trapped in a gutter that
we began to realize how common animal abandonment was and how few
resources there were to assist the animals or people who wanted to help
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Now, instead of looking for stray cats who needed a good meal we began
to focus our energy on spaying and neutering the homeless cats from our
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own community. If they are kittens we tend to keep them. If they are sick
or injured we try to nurse them back to health. Several that we have taken
in have FIV-AIDs but quite a few others seem to have chronic mouth sores
and other signs of immune deficiency though testing negative for FIV.

In the community in which we now live we have spayed/neuterd 42+ cats.
(And another 5 from the days when we lived in an apartment in another
town.) Another 15 or so cats that we took care of in our community died of
iliness, injury or malnutrition before they could be spayed or neutered. All
three tested positively for FIV. We have never seen a case of FelV. We have
caught and treated four cats with scabies (kaisen dani). Once, we picked up
a cat after it was struck by a car, and left thrashing on the side of the road.
Only about 25% of the cats we have dealt with have been female.
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Our goal has been to stop the needless birth of kittens in our area and the
resulting cycle of starvation and death, and to stop the spread of infectious
diseases. We are not trying to be a shelter as much as trying to control the

population. We don't try to work with cats of other towns but of course when
we come across a pathetic situation we intervene.

It has not been too hard to have an impact on kitten births. We haven't seen
a new litter in our controlled area in about two years. If we could find some
people interested in helping, we could extend our TNR domain further out.
It's become clear that people in specific houses or areas feed cats but do
not spay or neuter. The people who feed these cats say that they are not
their cats they just feed them.

HBREHSOED—ItER IDRERIMCIDBOBRS 7+ 7DERA

10 EFEFICKREN SAXRICP > TR E
ZTIClE. k. BOTEBHCOETEYRE
[CEDDTEICEDILFERBULIEAT
Lfee UL LRy RTHNBETHN. AL
DORIFICEAT B|A. HEOKE, EEHZH
BWICEICLTIE. BFE>TRBECTTED
TEEQ DT,

ZHZHORRE. RHEEDHZEHIND L.
EEERD TSI DLIHEHRUBTFNBIDICT IV
T ETY, TAREER, UEDHOVE
ZICEST. BRI ESAF LR, ZD35BIC
FTHEHELT, 1. 2&DF vy bT—F%E
BBH5ELKSCBEDELR, BREEDMICH
F Ulce—ER, Bigsig, J=1TE. it R—
=Y =4 v FOR., FP@HEE, “K—
LUAE OVWEWEMREFZEWLWEEDNS
FETUR. &R, febld 1 ROEZED
TERLE DTN - T EDFRAME—
FYREENF S ICHERERET. ZOXHED.
FERBEEBDAZXIETIFLETEE LA
EBNT E—ERRULREDIE. H5FEL.
BICIRTONTREEZEBSTROEICBZRR
TNFEOHE>NMIFIT LR

STIE. SHOFRBICE»AELBRY
BE5X35&DH. BREBHMEATLDIE

DR—LUABICHIEBFMZEIZITTES
TEICHENEZTVTVET ., FHOBEE,
FIEWM-oCHAZRFT. R PEDHIE
DlF. FETELTEESEH T, 51EWo
EHOHEE "ROIIT A X" (ROAREFR
291IJLR) DFvUFPTHD., &l FIV
METCEEUETD. BHENZORANEERE
F2OBIRERTEOBAELHDFEA.

rebld. REOBFEXT 42 KL EDE
[CEHEHEBFEMEZITIEBF L. (FNIC.
FIICRIDBI T IN— RCIEATULEEEICE
5IC,) METHEELTWEED3 5. 156
FEFFEMEZ T DEICHRTOE. REX
BHERTIHETCULE U, FIVIEETEEE
RURDIFIMTY, FeLV (RIAMKY
AIR) DERIFHTVWEEA. (EEVS
ZICKD) FEICHD O IBARERA TA
BLEF U, TESEHTlEhEEESN, Ein
[CHBENTULEHERELILIEDHDE
o JOBDS BHDEISE 25%BEFEIC
BEFBA.

e BOBER. METFENITURECER
NZOZEMAT, [EA EE] OEERZR
510, BREDBEZHSIETT, YT
W5—ZBIETDOTIEEL. TLD. #Ea

VhO-LWTBTECEREBVLTVET,
SZOHDEICED2DHE D RIEVEDO.
EBERRCEB L EERFTORD TS
bEBA.

FROAEFNZEVKSCOY FO-ILTBHD
BFBEZESHE#ETREHODEEA. hIcBEHEEL
TWLWBHETR. &5 2FE<H. FHROH
EDERENTVE B EFEDBFEOT
LEEZHFHHENE. hicBHEDTND
TNR (=ZE#EFXT. TEFMZUcE.
BUEMICRTEE) OHERZERRTIE
DTEXT, RIC. FEOEBPHIHICKD
Tk, BICEMPESA T, BT - ZEFMH
BITE S TOWELEID S D EY . WEELT
WBARBE. [BF0OHU»HBDE A
EIEEEHIFTVBDEITITT! EE->TVE
ER

EBYEEDDLTOXRELESR. (BH5H
[CKBERETHD) FEEBRAORZERICTN
(& BERA CHMEHRTHERD SD3HE
BEELBHNEVTE, TUULLEREDT
Fo BeBZAED, F—HBA>TVE
T, FTEEFITTOEFEAL, KEBEHBD
FBh. MDD DIFTOERESRAELT. X
[CBAZEISIVTNEDULET, Thfeblc



