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Vwe really make perfect ambassadors

| Letter
from BADGER

N v —rs0FHt

Teachers and parents are concerned about the escalation of violence
amongst kids, some cases even leading to murder. Children no

longer respect the value of life, they say. Yet these same people will stand
by watching a child torture an animal without making any attempt to
stop them. Finally and belatedly they are now beglnmng to put two’ ‘and
two together and realize there is a direct link between violence towards

animals and violence towards people. Well, better late than never_ What

better way to teach children the value of life than to teach them how to
be kind to animals, which is why we are increasingly in demand to go to
schools and show kids how gentle and nice dogs are. It always makes a

bigger.impression for kids fo see- us for real;

Oliver usually takes Sparkey, Momo Too.and myself along..We are
shampooed and brushed till our coats gleam for the occasion and of
course we are-on our best behaviour. After arriving at the school-we

usually have a formal introduction to the head teacher and then we are:

led to the hall where we lie quietly on the stage while Oliver gives her talk.
After formally introducing us and telling the story of how we came to ARK,
she invites a volunteer student to come up on to the stage. Asking him or
her to sit down on the ﬂoor, she puts a chain collar around their neck and
with another chain ties them to a chair. This draws a tremendous reaction
from the kids. After half an hour the student is asked how he or she
feels Of course their answer is predictable; "miserable." But as we know
many dogs have to endure this treatment not just for:30 mmutes but for a

" chained dog

Oliver then tells the audience what dogs like and don't. ltke, how to
approach an unknown dog and the proper way to-touch one. Afterwards
the kids are allowed to come and pat us. it-is quite an ordeal being
surrounded by a mass of noisy kids all wanting to get near-us but we
never flinch or shy away. Some kids who are frightened of dogs-or who
have never touched a dog in their lives, come forward:to pat us too. | think

On a recent very hot summer's day we arrived at a school expecting to.be
taken to the air-conditioned room:(which Oliver insists upon) for the talk:
Since the school didn't have a big enough air-conditioned room theyd
arranged for us to go to a nearby public hall. As soon as he saw us, the
petty official at the entrance froze; “No dogs," he said. "No dogs, no talk,"
Oliver retorted. For-a moment it looked as if there might be a showdown
The teachers were of course highly embarrassed having arranged
everything, but clearly there must have been a mix-up somewhere. While
they were sorting things out we sat down and made ourselves comfortable
in the lobby. Of course the rules, combined with some face-saving tactics,

were bent and everyone pretended nothing nasty had happened. And.

Oliver made hay of the incident during her talk.

It seems there is now a law which allows assistance dogs access to public
buﬂdlngs public transport and so on. But why is a law necessary at all?
Those hard-working dogs who enable their users to live fuller and more
independent lives should be accepted everywhere normally and naturally
without the need for a silly law. »
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