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to pentaphenobarbital, a lethal injection drug. "We gas animals because we
have been told it is the most comfortable way for them to die." This comment
was made by a hokensho staff to a Yomiuri newspaper reporter doing a story
on the Kameoka hoarding incident. What most animal groups in the US have
found is that carbon dioxide is pdpular with animal control because it's easy.
One director said that gassing is psychologically easier on his staff. But animal
groups argue that killing should not be easy. The AVMA report on euthanasia
lists lethal injection as the most humane method, and it is becoming the number
one choice of most progressive animal control facilities in the US. But it requires
close contact and a licensed vet to adminster the shot. Gassing is not the most
comfortable way for animals to die, it's just the easiest and most comfortable way,
from peoples' point of view, to kill them. The hokensho really needs to start using
injections rather than gas.

To add a little more perspective on the hokensho in Japan, I'd like to share my
experiences at a facility in the US. In the summer of 2002 | had the chance to
visit the West Los Angeles Animal Care and Control facility. | was in LA to visit
and learn about Dr. Marvin Mackie's low cost/high volume spay/neuter clinics. Dr.
Mackie wanted me to see the animal control facility because he was going to put
a spay/neuter clinic there. The state of California passed a law that all dogs and
cats re-homed from state facilities must be spayed or neutered first. Well | was
quite impressed with what | saw. Just the name itself was very telling, 'Animal
CARE and Control.' The director Ms. Patricia Kellogg gave me a thorough tour.
She explained to me that animals brought to them were kept for two weeks. All
animals were given a check-up, and vaccinations if needed. Most facilities were
open till 7pm and night-time on Saturdays to give the public a chance to come

and see the animals up for adoption. While | was there | met volunteers who
were working alongside the staff. LA has done away with gas and only uses
lethal injection. | was also impressed that when people came to give up their
animals, the staff and volunteers tried to work with them and asked why they
wanted to give up their animal. Was it a behavioural problem? Financial probiem?
This facility had a programme to help pay for spay or neuter surgery for those
who couldn't afford it. Although this was an animal control facility, | really felt
the concern of the staff for the animals. They were doing their best to save the
animals. And this in turn encouraged local volunteers to help them.

Los Angeles is one of the many cities in the US trying to become no-kill. No-kill
means that no healthy, adoptable animal is killed by animal control. All healthy,
adoptable animals are re-homed. Cities with this goal have aggressive spay/
neuter programmes and adoption events. They are also getting lots of support
from their citizens. Miami, Richmond Virginia, Austin Texas, and San Francisco
are no-kill. What these cities have found out is that when they declared their
wish to stop killing animals, the public supported this decision. In many of these
cities, citizens voted to raise taxes to help pay for these projects. It made more
sense to spend money on saving animals and not on killing them. Now the no-kill
movement is spreading throughout the country.

There is a lot of reform needed in Japan's hokenshos. The time has come for us
as citizens and animal lovers to make our voices heard. As | said at the beginning
of this article, the hokensho is the only national animal organization. Reform and
change in the hokensho would have a positive effect on animals everywhere in
Japan.
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