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The Role of the Hokensho Jeff Bryant

his year's Spring edition of A Voice for Animals featured an excellent

article on the present situation at hokenshos throughout the country. It was
encouraging to hear about some facilities that are trying to save animals and
not just kill them. In November of tast year, Oliver-san visited Iwate and learned
about the group Inochi-no-kai and their cooperation with the local hokensho. The
hokensho is important because at present it is the only national organization
set up to deal with animals. A major shift in policy, or reform of methods would
instantly effect many animals. Conversely, the present modus operandi is having
dire consequences.

If one does a quick review of animal rescue group websites one will see this
phrase over and over again. Tatou shiku mondai, or hoarding. In December of
2002, ARK was suddenly faced with over 90 dogs in deplorable conditions. The
time, effort, and resources expended to deal with their situation was great. There
was also a great deal of emotional stress for the staff. The Kameoka hoarding
incident was a direct result of the present hokensho policy of catch and kill, and
the inhumane killing methods being used.

The fact that a trip to the hokensho is almost the same as a trip 1o the gas
chamber is common knowledge, and dogs or cats destroyed in this manner
suffer immensely. Although most people know little about the killing methods,
they do know that very few animals come out of the hokensho alive. Knowing
this, people who for one reason or another can no longer care for their pet are
in a difficult position and desperate for help. Liz Oliver, the director of ARK, likes
to say that the most difficult job at ARK is answering the phone. Why? Because
ARK turns down so many people every day that call for help, and telling these

people that we cannot take their dog or cat is very tough. When people call
ARK they are usually down to their last option and if ARK can't help then there's
only the hokensho left. All rescue groups have to deal with this problem. Many
groups will not give out their address or other contact information because they
are afraid of being flooded with animals. This is where the hoarding business
takes off. Individuals that love and want to help animals begin to take them in;
anything to keep these animals out of the hokensho. But what starts out as a
wish to help and save, quickly becomes exactly the opposite. The Kameoka
case was a classic example of this. Long-time ARK members will remember
the Tenri case; an old man with property started taking in dogs from people
who couldn't look after them or just got tired of their pets. When the authorities
finally stepped in, after international pressure came to bear, the remains of over
10,000 dead animals were found on the compound. How could one elderly man
collect so many dogs? News travels fast, especially when one is deperate to find
someplace, anyplace, other than the hokensho for an unwanted animal.

Most hokenshos use carbon dioxide gas to kili the animals brought to them. The
American Veterinary Medical Association AVMA sanctioned the use of carbon
dioxide only under stringent conditions and lists several disadvantages of this
method. "When we send the gas in, the animals writhe and convulse terribly,
and we hear them howling and whining. But I've never been inside myselif, so
| cannot prove they suffer." These comments came from a hokensho official
quoted in the spring newsletter article. In the US state of Georgia, the animal
control facility used carbon gas until TV footage of asphixiating dogs caused
the mayor of the town to order the immediate end to gassing. Over the past five
years, cities in the US have been closing down the gas chambers and turning



