6th International Companion Animal Welfare Conference - Warsaw
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Poland, which recently became a member

Dr. Jeff Young who has
personally sterilized
125,000 animals in
14 years and who is
a strong advocate of
early neutering, took
to the floor with Becky
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of the European Union (EU) was host
in May to the 6th International Companion
Animal Welfare Conference (ICAWC) in
Warsaw, sponsored by the Dogs' Trust UK and
North Shore Animal League International.
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Robinson, whose
'Alley Cat Allies,' leads
the way in Trap, Neuter, Return (TNR)
for cats throughout America. It seems
that the promotion of TNR as opposed to

Our visit to a privately run shelter where over 1500 homeless dogs and
cats are kept in pretty primitive conditions showed how much catching
up Poland has to do to meet EU standards of animal welfare. But it
also showed the stamina and resilience of the hard-working volunteers
who are doing their best in hard conditions and on a shoe-string
budget. Let's hope the choice of Warsaw by the ICAWC will stimulate
improvements and change.

The scope of the conference was wide-ranging with many of the top
animal welfare specialists in the world attending. Topics included:
fundraising, legislation, volunteers, building and running a shelter,
education, animal behaviour, first aid for dogs and cats, disease

building more shelters is the growing trend
worldwide. Of course in Japan, where strays are soon caught and killed
by local authorities and street-dogs are never seen, TNR would not
be tolerated or feasible for dogs, but it could be used to control and
manage the exploding population of feral cats. Trap and kill has never
been a successful solution anywhere, either in terms of economics or
in terms of population control. However many are killed, the remaining
breed more to fill the gap.
It is a pity that Japanese delegates who could benefit so much from
these conferences are conspicuously absent. We should all "think
globally but act locally."

( We hope to run a feature on a particular success story, the Fethiye

control in shelters, and of course, neutering.
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Friends of Animals Association in Turkey in our next newsletter)

Gillian Nakatsuji, Elizabeth Oliver
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