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New UK Animal Welfare Law
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new animal welfare law in the UK,
Anow in its draft stage, will offer
invertebrates such as slugs, snails,
insects and worms the same protection
as cats and dogs. If scientific evidence
proves that they have suffered pain and
distress, the perpetrator may face fines
of up to £30,000 (nearly 6 million yen)
and 12 months in jail. This is bad news
for gardeners who Kill thousands of bugs
each year to protect their garden plants.
In addition, anyone under the age of
16 will be banned from owning a pet,
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and goldfish will no longer be allowed

to be given away as prizes at fairs. The bill also imposes bans on
‘'mutilation’, such as docking of dogs' tails and cosmetic operations
to make ears stand up as seen in Dobermanns and Great Danes,
with exceptions only where there are welfare or veterinary reasons.

For the first time the law will define what constitutes cruelty. Pet
owners and farmers convicted will not only be fined or imprisoned
but will be banned from owning animals again. Government
inspectors and police will be given wide-ranging powers to enter
premises and to confiscate pets to enforce these standards. The
new law sends a message that buying or owning a pet is an act of
great responsibility.
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