Two of my cats have died within the last 5 months. The first to go was
an old girl, Ramina, whom | took home from a refuge for abandoned
cats at Largo Argentino, in the centre of Rome, where | do volunteer
work. She must have been already 15 years old, blind, and deaf.At
first she was disoriented and disturbed. However, in time she learned
the apartment, and an understanding was reached with the other three
cats. She was a special cat whom [ often woke up to sleeping on my
face.

| ignored signs that should have told me it was time to see a doctor,
and when [ finally went the tumor in her mouth was beyond treatment.
Worse, when her condition deteriorated to the point that there was no
quality of life remaining, [ still hesitated to have her put down. When
| finally did, she was suffering horribly and by coincidence my normal
doctor was then on holiday, and his substitute did not do everything
he might have to make the end as peaceful as possible.lt was all a
grievous error on my part.

Soon after Ramina's death a second cat became seriously ill. | took
Karin home years ago while | was a volunteer at ARK and later brought
him and another ARK cat, both FIV positive, to ltaly with me. Karin
finally responded to treatment, but didn't several months later when he
became seriously ill again. There was no possibility of maintaining any
quality of life for him, only a search for a way to prolong his days of
suffering. The doctor injected an anaesthetic and, after Karin fell
asleep on my lap, gave him the drug that in a final jolt released him.

Several thoughts have come o mind since the event:
First, the importance of making the decision to euthanize at the correct

time. Ramina died having suffered too much. Second, the importance
of having a good vet. When | first arrived in ltaly | used a different vet.
With time it became increasingly obvious that his priority was making
money from my visits. If | had still been using him recently, I'm sure he
would have encouraged me to prolong the life of the suffering animal in
order to profit thereby.

My current vet put the quality of life first, objectively explained the
situation in order for me to make a decision, and put the animal down
in the most humane way possible. Third, the pleasure it had been to
provide a home for these animals in the limited years available to them.

I now have four cats again, two middle aged and FIV positive, and two
very elderly. | am getting older myself, and it is a comfort to share the
apartment with this peaceful, mature group. At the same time, | feel
better prepared to deal with the inevitable crises which such a special
group inevitably brings with it.
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