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Wilbur the gentle giant has departed this world. He
arrived at ARK about eight years ago in a police
van having been 'arrested' while wandering along a street
in Osaka. This was unfair since he wasn't bothering
anybody, just a pig out for a stroll, minding his own
business. He had been sprayed with shocking pink paint
and the words "Tatsuya" daubed on his back, so clearly
someone had owned him. He was probably a victim of
the 'pig craze' that swept Japan after the film "BABE"
was released, everyone wanting a cute piglet but never
considering that little pigs soon become big pigs and that
a 100 kg porker doesn't really fit comfortable into your
average apartment where even a cat would have problems
finding space.

At ARK Wilbur came into his own and lived the life of
Riley, roaming up and down the riverbed with a snug straw
house to retire to. He was very popular with visitors who
would bring him choice titbits like apples and bananas,
and especially with children who although intimidated by
his size and hard bristles, found they could pat him without
him reacting at all. In fact he took on a kind of glazed look
of pleasure when scratched on his back. In winter he would
stay in bed until the day warmed up sufficiently for him to
take a short stroll outside but in summer he became more
active, rooting for worms , grubs and plants in the riverbed
and digging a soft mud bath for himself where he would
wallow happily to keep cool.

One of his companions was a crow who perched on his
back wiping his beak on Wilbur's bristles and picking
off bits of dandruff. Another was a wild boar named lzzy.
Although she enjoyed eating with him from the same dish,
she hardly considered him the romance of her life and
before long she began staying away for longer periods
enjoying love affairs elsewhere. Her secret finally came out
when she appeared with four cavorting baby boars in tow.
Although Wilbur did his best to persuade her to stay in the
riverbed where food was plentiful, she was wild and willful.
We don't know exactly what happened but she probably
ended up on somebody's dinner plate, it being the hunting
season. Being unafraid of people she would have gone
straight up to a group of hunter with guns before realising
what was about to hit her. One of her babies survived but
he too eventually disappeared so Wilbur was left alone,

How long do pigs live ? | don't know, but I'm sure that
compared to the short miserable life of battery- farmed
pigs, Wilbur enjoyed his to the full. The riverbed sure looks
empty without him.
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