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"Dear ARK,I found this advertisment in a couple of newspapers. | feel
somewhat suspicious so please could you go and check. "

One busy morning at the office we found this letter enclosing a
newspaper flyer. The colourful advertisement contained details of an
upcoming event, telling us what fun it would be and also advertising
over 300 puppies for sale at discount prices. This kind of event is very
common in Japan in these pet boom days, in fact you yourself might
have been to one.

When we entered the event hall, we saw many expensive pedigree
dogs and cats of all types and sizes in pens. When people approached
the dogs, they wagged their tails innocently. One was a poodle jumping
up and down incessantly in the hope of getting some treats.

We wondered where the 300 puppies were. Looking around we noticed
lines of boxes. Suddenly the truth hit us, here were the puppies. Each of
the 30cm x 30cm boxes contained a tiny puppy less than 45 days old.
Puppies this age would normally be playing and interacting with their
mother and siblings but these puppies just lay quietly and lifeless. Can
you imagine, these puppies having to stay in boxes barely larger than
their bodies, never taken out or cuddled or having the chance to get
sunlight for two whole days !

| asked a male member of the staff, "what do you do with animals you
can't sell ?" "When they get bigger, we sell them cheaper. So we don't
worry about it. Some people think we kill them, but how can we dump
goods we've paid for. That's silly," he answered cooly. "Goods ? " Yes,
these tiny little lives in boxes are just 'goods' to him.| was shocked.
In the pet industry, I've heard that living things are treated as goods,
however, | had not expected that he would respond so matter of
factly -+ + - | continued to push him for more information; whether there
were other similar events and where ? Osaka Dome, Nagoya Dome,
Saitama Arena, lkebukuro Sunshine were some of the places he listed.
And he boasted,"there aren't many companies that can afford the
Osaka Dome but we can because we can make over 100 million yen in
two days in Nagoya Dome and Osaka Dome." | wonder how far these
pet businesses have really escalated, since there are obviously those
who buy and there are those who sell - - - But if no one buys these
tiny living things, their price will drop day by day and they will be sent
from shop to shop, a vicious circle * - -

| asked another ARK staff how she felt. She commented that the
problem is that since everyone attending the event were clearly
enjoying themselves and having a good time, they obviously didn't see
anything wrong in puppies being offered for sale in such conditions.
They didn't consider that they themselves might be contributing to the
misery of these animals. Without changing peoples' attitudes, we will
never be able to eliminate this business of selling "living lives" as goods.




