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he Ministry of Agriculture is worried about rabies. In a story which
appeared on NHK in mid-March, the ministry has asked the pet
import industry to ' refrain from' importing puppies under four months

of age. Last year 17,358 dogs were imported and of that number 770
were less than four months old. Rabies vaccines are not effective at
this early age. About 40,000 people die of rabies every year mostly in
the Middle East, India and China. Last year there were 1,980 fatalities
in China a 71% increase over the previous year. There have been
no cases of rabies in Japan for over thirty years, with the last fatality
in 1957. However with the recent discovery of BSE in US beef and
the huge losses in profit and confidence from the Avian flu epidemic,
the Ministry wants to prevent any possible outbreak. The Ministry's
efforts are laudable, but past and present experience give us very little
assurance.

The Government's record on enforcement is dismal. From food
production to animal cruelty there is very little enforcement of
regulations or laws regarding animals. This is how a farmer could
continue to ship eggs to market and birds to slaughter while at the
same time having barns overflowing with hundreds of dead chickens
from unknown causes. As a result the Avian flu epidemic was spread
to two other prefectures. There is the continuing investigation into
the domestic beef buy back scam and labeling fraud in which the
government was swindled out of millions in fraudulent claims and
possibly tainted beef was sold for consumption. ARK receives calls
every week about possible animal cruelty cases. Why don't people call
the police? After all isn't it the law enforcement's job to enforce the
laws? The unfortunate reality is that the police rarely enforce animal
cruelty laws and most citizens know this only too well. Right now ARK
is prosecuting a case of cruelty in Shiga prefecture because the police
and Hokensho declined to get involved. Incidentally this case invoives
an irresponsible breeder.

From ARK's perspective the obvious first question is why does a
society that kills almost half a million dogs and cats a year need
to import puppies? Hokensho figures from Kobe show that 80% of
pets destroyed are puppies and kittens. [f there is a high possibility
of rabies entering the country, why not impose a ban the import of
puppies altogether? The answer of course is money. Over the past
three years the number of imported pets has increased by one and
a half percent, and with responsible, conscientious local breeders

few, the demand for imported puppies continues to rise. With no
enforcement and very large profits being made, there is not much hope
that the animal s welfare or interests will be considered.

In 2002 at an overseas animal welfare conference, ARK staff met
representatives of The Kennel Club of the United Kingdom. ARK
learned of campaigns by reputable breeders in the UK to prevent the
export of puppies overseas for profit. The Kennel Club is regularly
approached by dealers from Japan, China, Korea and Thailand looking
to purchase vast quantities of puppies, something which the Kennel
Club would never
condone. In its literature on exports the Kennel Club has this to say:

‘To ensure the best quality of life for the animal in question, the Kennel
Club would suggestthat breeders or owners consider the following
points very carefully, before exporting a dog to an overseas destination:

1. The final destination of the puppy/dog is known.

2. The person receiving the animal is known to the exporter.

3. The reason for purchase and the accommodation for the dog are
acceptable to the exporter.

4. The country of final destination has sufficient and effective animal
protection legislation and animal welfare standards.

5. IF EXPORTERS ARE IN ANY DOUBT THEY SHOULD NOT
EXPORT.

Any breeder following these guidelines would find it very difficult to
export to Japan. This is not to say that there are no reputable breeders
or dog owners in this country, but that the pet import industry's view
of puppies as purely products to be sold for profit is the standard. Only
through more oversight, regulation, inspection and enforcement can
this situation be modified. Citizens appealing for change and calling
on the authorities for greater efforts in these areas is useful and ARK
urges its members to do so. This society must change its view of
animals from commodities to be bought and sold to
living, sentient, beings which need protection and care. This will not be
accomplished by government legislation, but only through a change in
values upheld by its citizens.
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