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Our rescue mission of February 19, 2004 began with the most
wretched sight we could possibly imagine: Three large dogs barely
hanging onto life in the midst of 12 canine corpses.

This rescue mission was being carried out together with a policeman
and staff from the municipal Animal Welfare Center, but the policeman,
in the face of all the evidence, claimed there was no proof that any
abuse had taken place, while the Animal Welfare Center worker
asserted, again contrary to what we saw, that this was not a case of
abuse at all. Three dogs, huddled together and surrounded by the
skeletons of their erstwhile companions, gazed mutely up at us, as

if appealing for help. Their owner had abandoned them to starve to
death, and they were very close to doing so. Their 12 companions
had already died. If this wasn't a serious crime, we couldn't think what
could be.

In the hope that something like this could never occur again, we
decided to file charges. Filing charges in itself is not a difficult process;
the question is whether you have the courage to take action or not.

If you should ever decide to mount a rescue operation, or encounter an
animal that has been abused or abandoned, have the courage to file
charges against the perpetrator. All you have to do is take the following
steps.

1)Take photographs at the site, to present as evidence. Also record or
write down statements taken from neighbours of the site. Having such
evidence is crucial.

2) Report the animal's condition and the circumstances of the
abandonment or abuse to the local police station (Seikatsu Anzenka

section), and to the local Animal Contro! Centre or Hokensho. Make
sure you give your full name, address and telephone number at this
time. Without such information, your report can be taken as a frivolous
one, and the authorities will not visit the site to check the situation.

Also make a record for yourself of when, where and to whom you made
the report, so you can present this information later if necessary.

3)This is all you should have to do for the authorities to take over and
charge the perpetrator (owner) with animal abuse in accordance with
the law, but unfortunately, this rarely happens. First of all, they are not
familiar with the proper interpretation of the Animal Protection Law.
Secondly, they will often claim that there is no clear definition of what
constitutes animal abuse, or find some other excuse to avoid applying
the punishment called for by the law. When it comes to abandonment,
many authorities are not even aware that this is a crime.

4)If you belong to an animal welfare organization and receive a report
of animal abuse, make sure you are accompanied on your rescue
mission by the police or other authorities. This is because you, as a
private citizen, do not have the right to enter private property. Then,
make sure you make a complete record of your rescue mission by
taking notes, photographs and video evidence.

5)Following the rescue, contact all the authorities concerned and follow
up on the actions they take. Animal Control Centers and Hokensho
keep records which you have the right to view and to make copies

of. Then confirm whether they intend to press charges against the
perpetrator. If the answer is no, you will have to do it yourself on behalf
of the animal.

On the opposite page is an example of the letter (in Japanese) ARK
sent to the Prosecutors Office in the Shiga Prefecture case.



