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four dachshunds and also four small children.

This breeder had been inspected by the kanri centre the previous
year and registered as OK. After complaints of noise and smell by
neighbours, the kanri centre inspected in September and found several
things wrong but from then until February 19 this year, the day of
ARK's visit, they did no further checks.

We were anxious to rescue all the dogs but she would only let us have
the three big ones and we were powerless, even with police pressure,
to take the four dachshunds. To leave four obviously un-neutered
pedigree dachshunds, one male and three females, with her, would
lead to a repeat of the whole sad saga but there was nothing we could
do. At present no one has the the right under Japanese law to seize
animals under threat of abuse or being abused. This is something that
needs to be addressed when the Animal Protection Law is revised.
Both the police and the kanri centre said they would prosecute this
breeder but a week later they both reneged, the police saying " the
definition of cruelty in the law is too vague, there is no guideline for us
to follow," while the kanri centre said, " we do not regard this as a case
of cruelty.” This was despite the fact they had just had to clean up the
decomposing remains of 12 dogs which had died of starvation and /or
dehydration.

Case 2 Nara Prefecture

We received a report that eight Beagles being kept by a man were
being regularly neglected and beaten by the owner and his delinquent
schoolboy son. Several Beagles had previously gone missing , having
been thrown away or having met with traffic accidents. The place was
a tip; the Beagles tied in the open on rusting chains surrounded by
piles of excretment. Neighbours said the dogs had been left without
food or water for days at a time. Some had scars on their muzzles
where they had been wired up to stop them barking. The instruments
of torture included a long pole and a bicycle which the son used to
ram into them. These Beagles had been obtained from a 'breeder' as
their sell-by-date had expired and the males in particular had strange
abnormal features which seemed to indicate either in-breeding or
hereditary defects.

The owner wasn't there when ARK went to rescue them, but he had
already signed papers we had sent in advance, relinquishing them.
Nara Prefecture said that it did not have enough evidence for
prosecution since the person who notified them did not leave a name
and by the time the prefecture went there, the owner and his son had
disappeared and the dogs of course were already at ARK.
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