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RK recently had to deal with two rescues, both of which could

be labelled ‘cruelty’ or 'neglect' and should be prosecuted under
the 1999 Animal Protection Law. But as we have found out, the law
is painfully lacking in many ways and with it coming up for revision
next year, it is vital to close the many loopholes that exist. These two
cases are but the tip of the iceberg and there are many cases which
go unpunished simply because people don't know how to bring about
prosecution or consider it too time-consuming or too troublesome. But
unless a law, however weak is enforced, it becomes meaningless.

We are therefore devoting space in this newsletter to a step by step
account of our experience in bringing about prosecution, the process
involved and the problems we faced, in the hope that it will provide
guidelines and courage to others who want cases of cruelty brought to
justice. The final results may not be known when we go to print but we
will let everyone know the result, win or lose, in due course.

Case 1 Shiga Prefecture

We were phoned by the neighbour of a breeder saying she had
previously seen the corpse of a Bernese Mountain dog in the side
garden, but it had been moved out of sight to the back. The breeder's
house was located in a residential neighbourhood and the garden
in full view of the road. The neighbour had also phoned both the
hokensho and the police but they had done nothing.
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Valentina peering out from her hell-hole of death
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We drove to Oomihachiman city in Shiga a few days later and from
a second floor vantage point in a next door building we could see
the decaying body of a Bernese Mountain dog, swarming with flies,
beneath the garden fence. In the garden was a prefab with a pathetic
Golden Retriever peering out. Inside were cage upon cage of dog
remains in various stages of decay. The Golden Retriever was just skin
and bones (her weight on arrival at ARK was just 13 kilos, about half
what she should have been). Scattered around the garden were other
small cages with grisly remains and some were just skeletons lying
on the ground. Apart from the Golden Retriever there was a Bernese
Mountain dog tied in front of house and at the back another one in the
last stages of starvation, even the muscles around her sunken eyes
had shrivelled.

Clearly within a week these three dogs would die unless rescued. But
in Japan nobody has the right {0 seize private property without the
owner's consent so it was vital to get some authority, like the police, to
put pressure on the owner to release the dogs. The first police to arrive
were the local koban (neighbourhood police) cops and it was not until
we had got the press and a television station to come that the big guns
appeared, the CID and belatedly the kanri centre (the local authority
dealing with stray animals and also responsible for registration and
inspection of breeding facilities). The owner who upto that point had
remained unseen in the house finally came out. Inside the house were



