Last year, a group of vet students visited ARK to learn something
about the situation of animal welfare in Japan. We have found hope for
animals in the fact that future vets have organized a voluntary study
group to make up for what they are not taught at university. Below are
some excerpts from their feedback.

"It was good to see what is happening behind the pet boom in Japan.
The situation of pets in Japan is not optimistic, but I just hope that
conditions will get better." (1st year student)

"It was my first time to visit an animal shelter. Here are some
impressions | got. First of all, | was quite impressed by the fact that
animals at ARK, about 300 dogs and 200 cats, have equal rights to
have happy lives. | have come to respect ARK's staff.

The fate and living conditions of pets, domesticated animals,
experiment animals, all created by human necessities, depend on
human beings. Therefore, we should appreciate them and guarantee
them a maximum quality of life. Of course, at shelters, animals must
have good quality of life and | think that ARK is a good example.

Also, | have learnt that we must make greater efforts in caring for
animals, providing them with a suitable environment based on their
behaviour and character. In this regard, 1 think that my school neglects
animals and more generally, Japan lags far behind in the field of animal
welfare. | would like to change the current situation of animals in Japan
and let people know what is happening to animals.” (4th year student)

"l found that most of the animals at ARK are mainly mixed breeds.
We Japanese tend to prefer pure breeds to mixed ones. We, including
myself, have to see animals as living entities, not as brand goods." (1st
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year student)

" am impressed with the large scale of ARK as an animal shelter. They
have trimmers and the animals are well taken care of. The staff pay
special attention to the needs of each animal.

As Ms. Oliver suggested, we Japanese, (if we want pedigree animals)
should buy animals directly from good breeders*, as they do in
England. Also, | hope there will be more animal shelters in the future,
from which we can adopt animals." (4th year student) (* good =
reputable breeders with high standards)

"Ms. Oliver has a firm opinion about euthanasia. Her idea may

sound too strong or dry for some of the Japanese, but | agree with
her opinion. Some say animals are not able to kill themselves, thus,
they are willing to live under any circumstances. But | do not find this
right. Dogs and cats have been domesticated for centuries by human
beings, so, the decision about whether animals are to live or die
should be made by humans as well. Of course, we should take huge
responsibility and make every possible effort to care for these animals.
Merely taking an easy position of 'anti-euthanasia’ means an escape
from our responsibility and obligation. As | will be a vet in the future, |
have to make every effort to fulfill my obligation to animals.
Ms. Oliver also pointed out that there are few shelters in Japan,
neutering is expensive and vets are in general less skilled. | was
interested in what she told us about the American vet who neuters
animals (male cats) within 45 seconds. By cutting the cost of neutering
and improving my skills, | would like to play a part in reducing numbers
of unwanted animals. It is my dream to conduct neutering operations at
ARK." (4th year student)
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. We are searching for a house or dormitory to rent for our
staff members. It should be as near to ARK as possible in
any of the following areas: Nose-cho, Toyono-cho, lkeda,

i Inagawa or Kawanishi. If you know of such a place please

* contact ARK's office. Thank you.



