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Letter
from BADGER
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Typical story !

First-time-pet-owning couple spy cute baby Shiba puppy in pet
shop, 40-days old and costing only 50,000 yen, less than half
the usual price for a pedigree Shiba pup. Although this fact alone
should have sent alarm bells ringing in their heads, the husband
thinks it's a real bargain.

Bring pup home. It spends the whole time going round in circles.
Ring pet shop for advice. Pet shop advises that they beat it
everytime it shows this symptom. (Never admitting of course that
this pup has spent it's entire demented existence in a small cage,
leading to this kind of behaviour.)

Husband was keener to have dog than wife and she agreed to have
pup on condition that husband looked after it but, as is so often
the case, husband is too busy with his job so wife ends up doing
everything. Luckily they choose a good vet who tells them all they
need to know about bringing up a pup. But the situation gets worse
and steadily aggression grows and escalates.

Three years later.

This couple have tried everything; consulted vets, animal behaviour
specialists, sent the dog away for training, even had its teeth filed
back but the dog is now biting them and other people/dogs it comes
across, on a regular basis. Wife is now a nervous wreck (and her
nervousness is of course transmitted to dog) and husband is at the
end of his tether. He wants to get rid of dog by putting it out in the
garden, basically ignoring it, avoiding touching it and just giving the
basic care plus food and water. All the experts they consult say that
because this behaviour is the result of a genetic disorder, probably
caused by inbreeding, there is no cure and they will either have to
live with it or have it put to sleep.

How much happier this couple would have been if they had
adopted me, a friendly Shiba, for example. But no of course,
nobody wants a thrown away three-legged dog, they must have a
brand new pedigree puppy with a fake set of papers.

Pets from pet shops and people who buy them ultimately pay a
higher price than they bargained for.

Postscript:

We lost another member of our household recently, Husk, who
had been with us for 14 years. Despite being blind for a number of
years (both her eyes had been removed due to eye disease) she
got around at her own pace and always enjoyed her grub. She died
suddently but peacefully probably of heart failure. The house seems
a bit empty now without her.
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